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Because He Lives 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 
H™ is the tomb, but where, oh, 
where, is He? 
The women, sorrowing, looked all 
around: 
Theirs eyes were holden and they. could 
not see, 
Who kept their vision only on the 
ground. 
“He is not here”’—how beautiful and 
true! 


Christ does not within the 
narrow room: 
He lives! Because of that, I shall live, 
too; 
Death and the grave are not the final 


doom. 


sleep 


Because He lives, I know God’s claim is 
met 

And all my sin is covered. I may go, 

Complete in Him, to walk above the fret 

And storm of life, for this one thing I 


know: 

Earth is not all . . . These longing eyes 
shall see 

His blessed face throughout eternity. 


v8 


Facts and Promises 

Recognizing the difference between 
facts and promises can be a real mile- 
stone in the Christian’s pilgrimage. 
_Promises have to do with the future, with 


things that will be done or will come 
to pass. Facts have to do with the pres- 
ént and the past, with something that 
has been accomplished, or with things 
that are now realities. There is always 
a difference between men’s and God's 
promises, for men are not always able 
to carry out what they promise; but 
the promises of God are founded upon 
His faithfulness and power, and He will 
do what He promises. Abraham “stag- 
gered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief .. . being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also 
to perform” (Rom. 4:20, 21). But some 
of the promises of God are conditional, 
and depend for their fulfillment partly 
on whether we believe and obey Him. 
There is also a real difference between 
the facts of the Bible and its promises, 
and life takes on a new zest, joy, and 
sense of freedom when we learn to stand 
by faith on the facts and do not keep 
praying that they may be accomplished. 
At the head of the morning reading in 


“Daily Light” for January 22 is this 
verse: “This God is our God for ever 
and ever: he will be our guide even unto 
death” (Psa. 48:14). Commenting on it 
in “Broken Bread,”! the Rev. Evan H 
Hopkins wrote: “It is strengthening to 
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our faith to declare to ourselves and to 
others what God declares unto us. He 
hath said, ‘I am thy God’ (Isa. 41:10). 
Let our souls respond, ‘This God is our 
God for ever and ever.’ It is an im- 
portant step forward in the faith-life to 
rise from the prayer ‘Be Thou’ to the 
assurance ‘Thou art.’ It is thus that 
we step out and advance in the spiritual 
life. Many for years have been seeking, 
when they should have been resting, as 
to their soul’s attitude towards God. 
When God declares to us a fact it is for 
us to accept it and rest on it. When He 
gives us a promise, it is for us to plead 
it, and expect its fulfillment.” Paul said 
of the Corinthians who celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper unworthily, “For this 
cause many are weak and sickly among 
you .” (1 Cor. 11:30). The same 
words might be applied to some who 
confuse the facts and the promises, who 
keep on pleading with God to do for 
them what He has done, and who forget 
that in Christ they are safe for eternity, 
they have grace sufficient for the day, 
and they have forgiveness for all past 
sins. There is much more land to be 
possessed in the life of faith, there are 
many promises to plead; but as we go 
forward, let us at the same time rejoice 
with thankful hearts in what God has 
done for us in Christ. 


b 4 


That Walk to Emmaus 


An 


of the week following the 

fixion. Two disciples, one named 
Cleopas, the other unnamed in Scrip- 
ture, were returning to their home at 
Emmaus, a village not far from Jeru- 
salem. As they went they discussed the 
sad ending of their hopes concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth in the tragedy of the 


|: WAS the afternoon of the first day 


editorial by Joseph Edwin 


Cruci- » 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As it is written, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a stumblingstone 
and rock of offence: and whoso- 
ever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed” (Rom. 9:33). 




















Harris 


cross. And, as they walked, the Lord 
Jesus Himself drew near and joined 
them in the conversation. Him they 


failed to recognize, but so deeply im- 
pressed were they by His words that 
they asked Him to stay when they 
reached their Emmaus home. There He 
continued to unfold the Scriptures to 
show that what had occurred at the 
place called Calvary fulfilled the pro- 
phetic Word. At last, a meal being 
ready, they were about to eat, and their 
Guest took the bread, blessed, and broke 
it; and, in a flash, the two disciples 
recognized their Lord. Then, with the 
recognition, He disappeared. “Did not 
our heart burn within us,” they said, 
“while he talked with us by the way, 
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and while he opened to us the scrip- 
tures?” And the same hour they has- 
tened back to Jerusalem to tell their 
amazing experience to the Eleven. 

Notice here the impressive evidence 
for Christ’s resurrection in the reluc- 
tance of the disciples to believe. In their 
conversation by the way they recounted 
the report of the women who were early 
that morning at the sepulcher, that they 
had found the body gone, and been told 
by angels that He was alive. This had 
added to their perplexity, but had not 
convinced them. The Lord’s own fol- 
lowers were not expecting Him to rise. 
They were convinced only as their doubt 
and skepticism were forced to give way 
before unmistakable evidence. 

But once they were convinced, what 
a change! What made their doubt and 
despondency give place so quickly to 
assurance and joy? What made those 
first disciples give up all to travel 
hither and yon with but one message, 
the story of a risen Christ? Why did 
they suffer hardship, persecution, even 
death for insisting on Christ’s resurrec- 
tion? Surely the only explanation for 
the change in them and for their in- 
sistence on the reality of His resurrec- 
tion, despite the loss and trial that in- 
sistence entailed, is that the Lord had 
risen indeed. So far was the resurrection 
of Christ from being the figment of dis- 
eased imagination, that it had actually 
to be forced upon minds strongly dis- 
posed to disbelieve it. But once they 
were convinced, nothing could shake 
them from the conviction, and they dared 
anything to proclaim a risen Lord— 
strong proof that He did rise. 

Next observe how that Emmaus walk 
and talk revealed Christ as the Key to 
the Scriptures, For, “beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets,” the Lord ex- 
pounded to these two disciples “in all 
the scriptures the things concerning 
himself.” Perhaps He began with the 
promise in Genesis three that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent’s 
head. He might have gone on to show 
Himself typified in Abel’s lamb. Perhaps 
He quoted Abraham’s words, spoken to 
Isaac, “God will provide himself a lamb 

Surely He spoke of the Passover 
lamb as picturing Him and His sacrifice. 
He could have pointed to the scapegoat 
and the brazen serpent as other types 
of Himsglf, while in the prophets He 
could scarcely have passed by the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah, nor in the Psalms 
the twenty-second. In history, prophecy, 
and poetry He saw Himself portrayed in 
the Old Testament. And this is indeed 
the key to the Scriptures. If we would 
profit in our study of God’s Word, we 
must keep our eyes open to see Christ 
in all the Scriptures. He is their theme. 
Those written before He came point for- 
ward to Him. Those written after His 
coming point back to Him. And only 
as we see Him in the Book shall we un- 
derstand it and profit by it, 
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Then, that Emmaus experience gives 
us a happy assurance of recognition in 
the life beyond. Our Lord had passed 
through death, but He was still recog- 
nizable. True, He was different, and 
was not immediately recognized. But 
He was not so changed as to be unrecog- 
nizable. Most of us have had the ex- 
perience of suddenly and unexpectedly 
meeting persons we once knew well but 
had not seen in years. Time had changed 
them and we did not immediately recog- 
nize them, but all of a sudden some 
familiar gesture or tone flashed their 
identity upon us and we knew them. 
So it was with the two unnamed dis- 
ciples. Their Lord was changed, but He 
retained enough likeness of Himself as 
they had known Him so that He could 
be recognized. And when He took the 
bread, blessed, and broke it, just as they 
had seen Him do, it flashed upon them 
who He was, and their hearts leaped 
for joy. 

Surely, too, shall it be when we meet 
our loved ones who have gone before us 
into that better life. They will certainly 
be changed. 

Not as we knew them any more, 

Toil-worn, and sad with burdened care— 

Erect, clear-eyed, upon their brows 

Thy Name they bear, 
Yes, they will be changed, gloriously 
changed, but not so changed as to be 
beyond recognition, 

O then what raptured greetings 

On Canaan's happy shore; 
What knitting severed friendships up 

Where partings are no more! 
Then eyes with joy shall sparkle, 

hat brimmed with tears of late; 
Orphans no longer fatherless, 

Nor widows desolate. 

—The Rev. Henry Alford, 1867. 

And now, behold in this lovely story 
that the best companion for life’s road 
is the risen Lord. Still He draws near 
to men unrecognized, draws near and 
speaks to us in many different ways. 
Sometimes it is through the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Sometimes it is through the in- 
fluence of a godly friend. Sometimes it 
is through the sorrows and afflictions of 
life. Many are the disguises in which 
the Saviour draws near to us and offers 
us His living, saving presence. As often 
as we find ourselves strongly drawn to 
heavenly things and moved to yield our- 
selves to God, it is the Lord Jesus who 
has drawn near and offers Himself to us. 

But He stays with us and reveals Him- 
Self to us only as we invite Him. He 
never obtrudes Himself where He is not 
welcome. On reaching Emmaus He 
made as though He would have gone 
further, but they constrained Him and 
urged Him to abide with them, and He 
did. He never disregards that invitation. 

Perhaps for someone reading this it is 
toward evening and life’s day is far 
spent. Have you asked Him to abide 
with you? Others may be far from the 
evening of life, but are walking life’s 
road without Him, not because He has 
never drawn near them, but because they 
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have given Him no welcome to join Him- 
self to them. Some day you will wish 
you had Him with you, the:day “when 
other helpers fail, and comforts flee.” 
Make sure you will have Him then, and 
make sure you will have Him when 
“swift to its close ebbs out life’s little 
day,” by asking Him now to abide with 
you from this day forward forever, 

I need Thy presence every passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s 


power? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can 
be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with 
me. 


—Henry F. Lyte, 1847. 
w 


Notes on Open Letters 
What Is Worldliness? 


If at all possible, would you answer 
this question in your SuNpay ScHOOL 
Times: What is worldliness? 

I was brought up in a Christian home 
and taught that basketball games were 
wrong—because of the dress; shows 
were not for Christians; bowling alleys 
were wrong; cards of al] kinds were 
wrong; also wrestling and boxing, and 
I left them alone. Now the next gen- 
eration is coming on and asking what's 
wrong with them. To be honest, I 
don’t know. I didn’t go to these places 
and I can’t point out the harm. 

It concerns me. I remember so well 
when the same ones thought light hose 
were terrible and they would never 
wear them; but they did. I have no 
desire not to stand for the right, but 
what is right? What Scripture can 
I read that will clear this?—An Okla- 
homa reader. 


There is no one passage of Scripture 
that will solve all the problems set forth 
in this reader's letter. But there are 
many passages that give light on them. 

Worldliness is the spirit of the world. 
A composite picture of it, as seen in 
many worldly individuals, would show 
such characteristics as the following: 
leaving God out of one’s calculations; 
desiring at almost any cost to be well 
thought of; giving too much attention 
to dress; putting pleasures that satisfy 
the body and the mind before the welfare 
of the soul; acting as if the things of 
time were far more important than the 
things of eternity; making light of such 
supposedly respectable sins as a small 
amount of lying, cheating, profanity, and 
shady stories; looking on the Bible as 
a good book for Sunday and sometimes 
in the evening, but one that is not to 
be taken too seriously; having no family 
worship in the home; neglecting church 
attendance entirely, or going to church 
only at Easter and Christmas, weddings 
and funerals; and reversing the divine 
order given by Christ when He said, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 


(Continued on page 259) 
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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
By JOSEPH C. MACAULAY, D.D. 


Its nature and evidence 


HE resurrection of Christ is com- 
monly called “the keystone of 
Christianity.” It is so evaluated 
in Scripture, as in 1 Corinthians 15:14, 
17, 18. The friends of the faith have 
consistently recognized the strategic 
place of the- Resurrection. C. E, Luth- 
ardt of Leipsic, for instance, declared 
that “everything relating to Him [Christ] 
turns upon His resurrection, which is 
the foundation of Christianity.” The 
enemies of Christ have as readily ac- 
knowledged the basic position of the 
Resurrection as “decisive for the whole 
view of Christianity,” as Strauss states 
it. We must, therefore, be sure of our 
ground at this point. 
THe NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION 

The resurrection of Christ, as it is 
recorded and regarded in the Bib- 
lica] account, is decidedly a miracu- 
lous occurrence. Since it is the “key” 
miracle, it draws the concentrated fire 
of the critic. It will help us to re- 
member that this miracle does not 
stand alone. The Gospel story is all 
of a piece, and moves in the realm 
of the “direct action of the Creative 
Cause.” Our only security, therefore, 
is to yield nothing of the supernatural, 
or we shall soon have nothing left. 

Some views are necessarily committed 
ta a denial of all miracle—such views 
as are essentially atheistic, pantheistic, 
naturalistic, and materialistic. Once 
committed to any one of these, one’s 
mind is closed to evidence. Luthardt 
quotes Zeller as declaring that he and 
those like-minded with him could not 
possibly believe in. the reality of such 
an event as the resurrection of Christ, 
“however strong might be the testimony 
thereto,” while Rashdall fumes, “Were 
the testimony fifty times stronger than 
it is, any hypothesis would be more pos- 
sible than that.” 

A true theism, however, avoids such 
a necessity, and opens the way for super- 
natural operation. As James Orr says: 
“Once postulate a God who _.. is a 
Being above the world as well as in it, 
a Being of fatherly love, free, self-deter- 
mined, purposeful, who has moral aims, 
and overrules causes and events for their 
realization, and it is hard to see why, 
for high ends of revelation and redemp- 
tion, a supernatural economy should not 
be engrafted on the natural, achieving 
ends which could not be naturally at- 
tained.” 

To avoid the scandal (?) of the super- 
natural, the critics have sought refuge 
in various theories. The “swoon theory” 
used to be much in vogue. This affirmed 
that Jesus Christ did not really die, but 
was only thought to be dead, and was 





“If Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain.” Paul’s challenging words to 
the Corinthians of old left them, as 
they leave us today, with the alterna- 
tive that either Christ was a mere 
man, unworthy of trust and wor- 
ship, or He was, as He claimed, the 
Son of God. Dr. Macaulay sets forth 
here both the miraculous nature of 
the Resurrection and the abundant 
evidence for it that should satisfy 
every sincere seeker for truth. 








buried in a state of swoon, and the cool 
air of the tomb revived him, so that, 
when He came forth from the grave, 
His disciples believed Him to be risen 
from the dead. Schleiermacher adopted 
this view, at least at one period of his 
life, but its weakness came to be recog- 
nized by the critics themselves. It is 
absurd to think that a man who crawled 
half-dead out of a sepulcher, in a state 
requiring long and anxious nursing back 
to anything like health, could convince 
His disciples that He was the almighty 
conqueror of death, and send them out 
ready to die for their testimony to that 
effect. The Christian Church, with all 
its power for righteousness in the world, 
is not built on such a fraud! 


The empty tomb is a hurdle for the 
unbeliever to get over, but it has not 
been a serious one for critical ingenuity. 
The women went to the wrong sepulcher, 
an empty one, and when the keeper 
tried to tell them of their mistake, they 
thought it was an angel informing them 
that Jesus was risen! Between their 
emotional excitement and the mysterious 
morning light it was easy for them to be 
so mistaken! But this does not satisfy 
all the critics, so others propose and 
affirm the secret removal of the body, 
by Joseph of Arimathaea, or by Pilate, 
or by the Sanhedrin. It is just a new 
version of the story that the chief priests 
put into the mouth of the baffled soldiers, 
Yet, in a few weeks, Jerusalem was 
ablaze with the story of the Resurrec- 
tion, even “multitudes of the priests” 
becoming obedient to the faith, when 
the opening of the right tomb, or the 
producing of the removed body, would 
have silenced the Christian message for 
ever. 

It is necessary to emphasize the bodily 
resurrection. This certainly is contem- 
plated in the Biblical records and in 
the apostolic testimony. 

Those who acknowledge some historic 
background to the Biblical records, but 
who refuse its testimony regarding a 
real, bodily resurrection, find shelter in 


one of two general theories—the hallu- 
cination theory and the apparition the- 
ory. The former of these makes the 
“appearances” of Jesus wholly subjec- 
tive experiences of the disciples, attrib- 
utable to their excited condition, their 
expectation of a resurrection, and the 
suggestions of the mistaken women. The 
apostles are by this theory made out 
to be highly nervous and emotional men, 
keyed to a high pitch of expectancy, 
and started on a veritable orgy of visions 
by the report of the hysterical Mary 
Magdalene, till, as Renan has it, “a cur- 
rent of air, a creaking window, a casual 
murmur” was enough to conjure up a 
vision! Enough to reply that the apostles 
did not otherwise show themselves men 
of that type. They were far from a state 
of expectancy, but were rather obdurate 
in their unbelief. Peter and John went 
on an expedition of persona] investiga- 
tion rather than accept the report of 
the women. 

The apparition theory admits an ob- 
jective appearance, but not of the body 
of Jesus. This theory calls to its support 
the work of the Psychical Research So- 
ciety. The Spirit of Jesus communicated 
with the disciples from the other world. 
There may even have been “material- 
izations.” But, whatever the form of 
the visions or apparitions, it was Jesus’ 
mode of assuring His followers that He 
was still alive. This is, of course, a de- 
nial of the Resurrection. To the char- 
acteristic statement that “what we mean 
by resurrection is not resuscitation of 
the body, but the unbroken survival of 
personal life,” James Orr gives a suffi- 
cient reply: “The survival of the soul 
is not resurrection.” 

Interestingly enough, the disciples ac- 
tually thought they were seeing a vision 
or an apparition, when the risen Lord 
appeared to them in the upper room, 
and He went out of His way to convince 
them that He was really risen, giving 
them, as Dr. Wilbur Smith points out, 
the empirical evidence of the senses— 
sight, hearing, and touch. 

This all raises the question of the 
nature of the resurrection body of Christ 
Jesus, and here we strike some real 
problems, to which we cannot hope to 
have a complete solution until we see 
“face to face.” On the one hand, He 
could make Himself visible, and again 
withdraw from sight. On the other hand, 
He invited His disciples to perceive and 
feel] that He had a body of flesh and 
bones, and He ate in their presence. His 
body bore the marks of His suffering 
on the cross, yet doors and walls were 
no barrier to Him. So in some respects 
His body seemed responsive to material 
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conditions, while again it was superior 
te them. What is the answer? 

The Russellites, alias Millennial Dawn- 
ists, alias International Bible Students, 
alias Jehovah’s Witnesses have a very 
simple answer. The risen Christ is 
wholly spirit, His body having been dis- 
solved into gases, or preserved some- 
where in the universe as a sacred relic! 
The body in which He appeared to His 
disciples, and the clothes which covered 
it, He sovereignly created for the mo- 
mentary occasion, and as sovereignly 
dissolved after each appearing! For all 
this, of course, there is not the slightest 
evidence. 

We believe that the body that was laid 
in Joseph’s tomb was raised on that 
great Easter morning, and that, in that 
body, our Lord ascended to Heaven. 
Yet there was a change. It is written 
of us who are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord, “We shall all 
be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). And the 
Apostle Paul also tells us concerning the 
body of the saint who dies before that 
great day: “It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption: it is sown 
in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is 
sown in weakness: it is raised in power: 
it is sown a natural body; it is raised 
a spiritual body” (1 Cor. 15: 42-44). While 
not all these phrases can be applied 
to the body of our Lord, it is evident 
that some such change was wrought in 
Him. Bishop Westcott, dealing with this 
change, reminds us that “He was no 
longer subject to the laws of the mate- 
rial order to which, His earthly life was 
previously conformed,” and then quotes 
an unnamed writer in an illuminating 
statement, “What was natural to Him 
before is now miraculous; what was be- 
fore miraculous is now natural.” There 
is much to suggest that our Lord’s body, 
between the Resurrection and the As- 
cension, was in a condition intermediate 
between the body of His humiliation and 
the body of His glory. As James Orr 
Says: “It presents characters, requisite 
for the proof of its identity, which 
show that the earthly condition is still 
not wholly parted with. It discdévers 
qualities and powers which reveal that 
the supra-terrestrial condition is already 
begun.” Such a statement fits the nar- 
rative well. It was surely an accommo- 
dation to the needs of the disciples, for 
the sake of the revelation. 


THE EVIDENCES OF THE RESURRECTION 

What many volumes have not ex- 
hausted we cannot propose to cover, 
even cursorily, in one brief article. We 
shall begin with a statement from our 
good friend, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith: “The 
criteria for determining what Caesar 
did in Gaul, or how the Goths sacked 
Rome, or what happened at Waterloo, 
are the criteria by which we determine 
what happened on this first Easter Sun- 
day.” He is willing—and we stand with 
him in his position—to challenge the 
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most scrupulous examination of histori- 
cal criticism on this question. The evi- 
dences will stand. Arnold of Rugby 
declared: “I have been used for many 
years to study the histories of other 
times, and to examine and weigh the 
evidence of those who have written 
about them, and I know of no one fact 
in the history of mankind which is 
proved by better and fuller evidence 
of every sort, to the understanding of 
a fair enquirer, than the great sign 
which God hath given us that Christ 
died and rose again from the dead.” 

Much “sound and fury” has been stir- 
red up over the alleged disagreement 
of the records. One would think. if he 
were to believe the critics, that disagree- 
ment, contradiction, and confusion were 
the chief marks of the Gospel narratives. 
We shall admit that it is not easy to 
make a complete “harmony” of the Gos- 
pel records. The reason is not, however, 
that the records are in conflict, but that 
we do not have all the facts. It is the 
incompleteness of the story, not its con- 
tradictions, that constitutes our prob- 
lem. That is true of the Bible as a 
whole. It is not complete as a history, 
but it is complete as a revelation. So 
in the matter of the record of the Res- 
urrection, as Bishop Westcott has it, 
“That which is incomplete as a history 
is complete as a Gospel.” 

Leaving the details aside as incidental 
to the viewpoints of the several record- 
ers, there is complete agreement on these 
great essentials: 

1. The Resurrection took place on the 
third day from the Crucifixion. From 
the predictions of our Lord to the Paul- 
ine references this point is uniform. 

2. The early morning visit of the 
women to the sepulcher. It is no matter 
of concern that all the records do not 
mention specifically all the women who 
took part. 

3. The women found the stone already 
rolled away from the entrance to the 
tomb. 

4. The tomb was empty when the 
women came to it. 

5. The angel messenger (or messen- 
gers) announced that the Lord was risen, 

Only a word is required on the trust- 
worthiness of the witnesses. This has 
really come before us several times 
already, but it will be good to focus on 
it for a moment. 

Those witnesses of the risen Christ 
were not in a frame of mind to be pre- 
disposed to any suggestion of resurrec- 
tion. It is true that the Lord had re- 
peatedly informed them that resurrection 
would follow His death, but they were 
so slow to accept the prediction of His 
death that there was no logical place in 
their minds for the other. The unbeliev- 
ing rulers of Israel had given more 
heed to Christ’s prediction about rising 
from the dead than had the disciples, 





March 21, 1953 


for the simple reason that the death of 
Jesus was not so foreign to their minds. 
When Christ Jesus therefore was slain 
and buried, the disciples were plunged 
into darkness and despair, and, having 
failed to open their minds to the thought 
of His death and its sequel, resurrec- 
tion, they sank into a state of frustra- 
tion. The “we hoped it was he who 
should redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21; 
A.S.V.) of the two walking to Emmaus 
was the characteristic attitude of dis- 
appointment and despair. 

These men were not easily convinced. 
The report of the women sent Peter and 
John on a morning expedition of per- 
sonal investigation, and Henry Latham 
of Cambridge has given us some inter- 
esting suggestions of the amazing evi- 
dence, not only of the empty tomb, but 
of the empty graveclothes, that sent 
them back to their company puzzled 
and convinced. The unbelief of Thomas, 
until he was given the empirical evi- 
dence that the others had received, is 
characteristic, but, when that was given, 
he yielded full consent and allegiance, 
“My Lord and my God.” 

If the Lord had to upbraid these dis- 
ciples of His for their early unbelief, 
there can be no doubt about their ulti- 
mate belief. Not without the completest 
assurance would those men have braved 
the wrath of Jewry with the message 
of the Resurrection. Normally they 
stood to lose everything, even to life 
itself, for their testimony. Certainly 
nothing short of a profound conviction 
of the reality of the Resurrection, and 
of a divine commission to proclaim it, 
would have loosed Peter from his “I go 
a fishing” to stand before the very cru- 
cifiers of Jesus, charging them with their 
crime, and boldly announcing that God 
had raised Him from the dead, “because 
it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it.” 

We have already hinted that disproof 
would have been an easy matter if the 
declaration of the apostles had been 
false. It is incredible that the leaders 
of Jewry would not have produced the 
body if it had been anywhere available. 
As it was, they were forced to witness 
a great turning to the faith, even on the 
part of multitudes of the priests, and 
were helpless to stay it. And the risen 
Saviour has since become a “living, 
bright reality” to unnumbered thousands 
who have turned to Him in faith for 
pardon, cleansing, deliverance, and life. 
This—our personal experience of 2 liv- 
ing, abiding Lord and Saviour—is our 
final evidence, in presence of which we 
need no other. 

The Saviour lives today! We shall not ask 

For reasoned arguments—a weary task!— 

a by day His presence sweetly 

stills 

The heart’s disquietudes, and peace distils 

In spirits long distraught with sorrow 
And fear of the unknown tomorrow. 
Men and angels join to sing 
Hallelujahs to the King! 


ELMuurst, ILL. 
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The Glory Beyond the Gloom 


The blessed truth that the Lord held out to His disciples whenever 
He spoke of His death, and what it may mean to us today 


NTICIPATING the triumph of the res- 

urrection morning, our blessed Lord 
looked beyond the valley of gloom, humil- 
iation, and death with radiant confidence. 
The false disciple may betray Him into the 
hands of His enemies, who will condemn 
Him to death; His enemies may mock 
Him, scourge Him, and spit upon Him; 
and His murderers may kill Him; but 
our Lord sounded the ringing note of 
triumph, as He said, “The Son of man 
shall be delivered unto the chief priests, 
and unto the scribes; and they shall con- 
demn him to death, and shall deliver 
him to the Gentiles: And they shall 
mock him, and shall scourge him, and 
shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: 
and the third day he shall rise again” 
(Mark 10:33, 34). It is this that estab- 
lishes the Christian faith pre-eminent 
amid the religions of the world. Our 
Lord could look through death to res- 
urrection: The fact of the Resurrection 
makes it possible for His followers to 
do the same. Precious comfort is this! 


THE Purpose oF His ADVENT 

He came, not that His life might be 
taken from Him, but that He might give 
His life a ransom, to save sinners. Did 
He not say, “I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of myself” 
(John 10:17, 18). It is to this purpose 
that we would direct all eyes and hearts, 
“For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). 
Jesus IN His SEPARATION UNTO CALVARY 

“And they were in the way going up 
to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before 
them” (Mark 10:32). Not only as the 
Shepherd, “when he putteth forth his 
own sheep, he goeth before them” to 
lead them into green pastures and be- 
side the still waters, but as the sinner’s 
substitute, He must go before them unto 
Calvary. He must lead the way in a sac- 
rifice deeper than we can ever know. 
The way He trod marks out for us the 
way of sacrifice unto true separation 
unto Himself, our Lord and Saviour. 
Though they could not understand the 
significance of it all, a deep awe settled 
on the spirits of the disciples, for we 
read, “They were amazed; and as they 
followed, they were afraid” (Mark 10: 
32). They were afraid as to all that was 
involved in His going up to Jerusalem, 
hence the tense feelings, and the awe, 
as Jesus walked ahead, leading the way. 


REVELATIONS OF JESUS TO HIS FOLLOWERS 


“And he took again the twelve, and 
began to tell them what things should 
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happen unto him” (Mark 10:32). With 
what astonishment they must have lis- 
tened! How could they ever have asso- 
ciated with God’s Anointed such things 
as were to happen unto Him? Luke in- 
forms us, “They understood none of these 
things.” 

In the account given by Matthew, we 
get a picture of our Lord confiding in 
His immediate followers, as He fore- 
warned. them concerning the terrible ex- 
periences which were to befall Him as 
He neared the cross. We see how He 
took them apart for this intimate dis- 
closure, “And Jesus going up to Jeru- 
salem took the twelve disciples apart 
in the way, and said unto them, Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem: and the Son of 
man shall be betrayed unto the chief 
priests and unto the scribes, and they 
shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to scourge, and to crucify him: and 
the third day he shall rise again” (Matt. 
20: 17-19). 

A precious lesson is here. As for the 
disciples, so for us. Our Lord did not 
point them down into the valley of 
gloom, but across and beyond the valley 
to the hour of glorious triumph, the 
resurrection morning! 

It is edifying to note the occasions on 
which our Lord spoke of the things that 
were to happen to Him, each time giv- 
ing the comforting assurance, as He 
foretold His resurrection, “The third day 
He shall rise again.” Our Lord had 
asked His disciples, “Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am? And they 
said. Some say that thou art John the 


Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the prophets” (Matt. 16: 
13, 14). But it was Peter who said, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 


living God.” It was following this great 
confession, when all eyes might well be 
set on the Messiah, and glad expecta- 
tions awakened in many hearts, that the 
Lord Jesus “began to teach them, that 
the Son of man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected of the elders, and of the 
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again” (Matt. 
16:21; Mark 8:31). Thus, He taught 
them that the path to the establishment 
of His Church lay through rejection, 
suffering, and death: but also, that it 
led to the resurrection morning. 

The glory of our Lord’s transfigura- 
tion, the mystery of His death, and the 
prophecy and triumph of His resurrec- 
tion are closely linked in another scene. 
The sacred record tells the story of Jesus 
taking Peter, and James, and John up 
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into a high mountain apart by them- 
selves, “and was transfigured before 
them: and his face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light” 
(Matt. 17:1, 2). The account in the 
Gospel by Luke emphasizes the glory in 
the face of Jesus, “And as he prayed, 
the fashion of his countenance was 
altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering” (Luke 9:29). 

It is the marvel of marvels that, in the 
midst of this heavenly glory, the death 
of Christ was the pre-eminent contem- 
plation, “And, behold, there talked with 
him two men, which were Moses and 
Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake 
of his decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30, 31). 


It was in this glorious scene, there 
came the voice from Heaven, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him” 


(Mark 9:7), and once again we hear the 
solemn pronouncement, “It is written of 
the Son of man, that he must suffer 
many things, and be set at nought” 
(Mark 9:12). The record, however, 
would be incomplete without the _as- 
surance of His resurrection. Thus the 
essential truth is added to His trans- 
figuration, and His decease, viz., His res- 
urrection, “He charged them that they 
should tell no man what things they had 
seen, till the Son of man were risen from 
the dead” (Mark 9:9). 


Tue DARK BACKGROUND AND THE GLORY 


Oftentimes in some masterpiece, an 
artist has skillfully presented a dark 
background in order to display in grand 
relief the central subject or figure in 
the picture, exhibited so as to command 
observation and attention. So it is in 
the Holy Scriptures. There is the dark 
background of the betrayal, the sin of a 
disciple against his Master; the con- 
spiracy of the Jews, the Pharisees, and 
the scribes; the sin of a people against 
their Messiah; the collaboration of the 
religious sects to bring about His death, 
“They shall condemn him to death”; the 
rejection by those who had the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures, and the ruthless 
cruelty in delivering Him to the Gentiles, 
Against this dark background is pre- 
sented, in luminous splendor, the tri- 
umph of the great Overcomer, the ac- 
ceptance of the sinner’s Substitute, and 
His victory over death, told in prophetic 
word, “The thrd day he shall rise again.” 

This constitutes a message of real com- 
fort and assurance for God's people to- 
day, for, against the dark background 
of world conditions and the inner con- 
flict, the Word of God presents for our 
contemplation (1) the pre-eminence of 
Christ, in His death, and burial, and 
resurrection; (2) that: He is, even at this 
moment, our Intercessor, breathing into 
our hearts His blessed assurance, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(1 Cor. 12:9); and (3) that He is com- 
ing again to receive us unto Himself. 
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Tue Scripturrs CoNcERNING HIMSELF 


We know that our Lord appeared to 
the two journeying to Emmaus, and 
directed their minds to the Scriptures for 
the explanation of the connection be- 
tween His death and His resurrection. 
“And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (Luke 24:27). Of a later meete 
ing with the Eleven, we read, “Then 
opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures, and 
said unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day” (Luke 
24:46). And so, the exultant prophecy, 
“and the third day he shall rise again,” 
given as He faced rejection and cruel 
crucifixion, was spoken as fulfilled when 
the risen Lord revealed Himself to the 
two whose hearts were filled with mis- 
givings. Even so today, our Lord would 
have His followers look beyond the val- 
ley of the shadow of death to the glory 
that lies beyond. 

Tue CORNERSTONE OF THE CHRISTIAN’s Hope 


Our Lord connected His sufferings 
with the Scriptures, “All things that are 
written by the prophets concerning the 
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Son of man shall be accomplished” 
(Luke 18:31). He had full knowledge 
of the sufferings awaiting Him, but no 
fear. Our Lord saw the cross before 
Him, and He turned not back, but said, 
“For this cause came I unto this hour,” 
and “For this cause came I into the 
world” (John 12:27; 18:37). The end 
and purpose of His coming was empha- 
sized in His frequent mention of His 
sufferings and the offering of Himself 
as the sinner’s substitute, knowing full 
well the prophecy, “Thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin.” Here we 
have the great cornerstones of the Chris- 
tian’s hope, our Lord’s death and resur- 
rection, “Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the scriptures; and he was buried, 
and he rose again the third day accord- 
ing to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 

“Tue Tuirp Day He SHALL RISE AGAIN” 


Let this prophecy of triumph remain 
in your mind all your days! Beyond 
the sufferings—shall rise again. Beyond 
the death on the cross—shall rise again. 
As our Lord saw beyond, so may we 
“Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory?” 
(Luke 24:26.) 

The Lord is risen indeed—Hallelujah! 

Victoria, B. C., Can, 


V. An Israeli Viewpoint on Arab-Jewish Relations 


What shall be done about the city of Jerusalem and Arab refugees? 


By VICTOR BUKSBAZEN, B.D. 


During his visit to Palestine last summer, Mr. Buksbazen, secretary of 
the Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society (728 Witherspoon 
Bldg., Philadelphia 7), had the opportunity to talk with a woman who 
has a position in the Government. He asked her many questions and 
was struck, he says, by “her sense of fairness.” This fifth article of Mr 


Buksbazen’s series on 


“The Truth About 


Israel” gives an unusually 


clear picture of just what the problem is, and hints at some solutions. 
The concluding article, to be published next week, is on the vitally 
important subject, “Israel Faces Christ.” 


N ORDER to get a clear picture of 
the Arab-Jewish relations, I obtained 

an interview with Mrs. M., in charge 
of the Arab section of the Histadruth 
(Labor League) of Israel. Mrs. M., 
an Oxford M.A., is equally at home in 
English, Hebrew, or Arabic. Speaking 
to her, I was struck by her sense of fair- 
ness and warm feeling for the needs of 
the Israel Arabs. 

I asked her some basic questions con- 
cerning the Israel-Arab_ relationship. 
“What are the main points of difference 
between the Jews and the Arabs?” I 
shall summarize what she told me. 

She explained that the Arab-Jewish 
relations could be roughly divided in 
two parts: (1) Israel-Arab foreign re- 
lations; (2) Israel-Arab internal rela- 
tions. Of course many problems over- 
lap and are interrelated. 


ISRAEL-ARAB FOREIGN RELATIONS 


The chief points of issue between Is- 
rael and the Arab States are: 
salem, 


(1) Jeru- 
(2) The Arab refugees. 


Jerusalem—a Stumblingblock 

On December 9, 1949, the UN General 
Assembly voted the internationalization 
of Jerusalem. Previous to that, on April 
3, 1949, Israel and Jordan signed an 
armistice agreement whereby Jerusalem 
was divided by a demarcation line, leav- 
ing the old city in the hands of the Arab 
forces and the newer section of Jeru- 
salem in the hands of the Israeli. The 
Arab old city has a population of some 
30,000, and Jewish Jerusalem, over 120,- 
000. 

On January 24, 1950, the Knesset, that 
is, the Parliament of Jerusalem, declared 
Jerusalem the capital of Israel and sub- 
sequently moved its ministries from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, with the exception 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

The governments of Israel and Jordan 
made arrangements whereby Christian 
pilgrims were allowed to pass from Jew- 
ish territory to visit sacred places in 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 

Israel has expressed herself in. favor 
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of putting the holy places under the 
supervision of the UN, but is opposed 
to the internationalization of the whole 
of Jerusalem. 

The Government of Jordan also ex- 
pressed itself against the international- 
ization of Jerusalem. Thus the two most 
directly interested parties are opposed to 
the internationalization of Jerusalem. 
The only international power favoring 
internationalization of Jerusalem is the 
Church of Rome, which is the custodian 
of most of the sacred places in the Holy 
Land and incidentally the beneficiary 
of these holy places, which are often 
commercialized and exploited 

The Arab-Refugee Problem 

The most difficult point of the Arab- 
Israel controversy is the Palestine-Arab 
refugee problem. Here the attitude of 
various Arab countries differs. Lebanon, 
which has a Christian majority, would 
be glad to obtain an amicable settle- 
ment of the refugee problem The 
Syrians are adamant and refuse to make 
any arrangements with Israel. All they 
will discuss is repatriation of Arabs to 
their homes and compensation for lost 
property The attitude of the other 
Arab countries is similar. Some hope 
has been expressed that under the lead- 
ership of General Naguib of Egypt prog- 
ress would be made. But so far this 
hope has not materialized. 

“What about the Arab claims to com- 
pensation for property taken over by 
the Israelis?” I asked. 

“All Arab property is under the care 
of the office of the Custodian of Ab- 
sentee Property,” said Mrs. M. “Rents 
for homes or land occupied by Israeli 
citizens are paid to that office which 
will keep these funds until the rightful 
owners can be reimbursed Israel is 
willing to compensate the Arabs for all 
property, but only in keeping with a 
general settlement with the Arab states 
So far the Arabs have refused to sit 
down together with the representatives 
of Israel and discuss peace.” 

“Could Israel repay the enormous sums 
that it would probably be necessary to 
raise as a result of such a settlement of 
claims?” 

“It must be remembered that Israel 
also has claims against the Arab states 
For instance, the Iraqi, Lebanese, and 
Syrian Jews, many of them wealthy 
people, have been compelled to leave 
all their possessions without any com- 
pensation. This will have to be taken 
into consideration in any future settle- 
ment.” 

“Is there a possibility of Palestine 
Arabs coming back to their own homes 
and properties?” 

“No, this cannot be done, chiefly be- 
cause hundreds of thousands of Arab 
Jews have been forced to seek refuge 
in Israel. These Jewish refugees from 
Arab lands have taken the place of the 
Palestine Arabs who fled the country. 
We are willing to co-operate in cases 
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of separate families and to help to re- 
unite them. But we cannot agree to a 
mass return of all Palestine Arabs. Do 
you realize that when Israe] became an 
independent state on May 14, 1948, there 
were only about 60,000 to 65,000 Arabs 
left in Israel? Today already 200,000 
are back in Israel. The world does not 
know about this and it should be made 
known.” 

“Most people 
the Arabs from 
true?” I asked 

“No. The people of Israel were amazed 
when the Arabs began to flee. They 
could not understand what had happened 
They were encouraged to flee by their 
Arab leaders. We pleaded with them to 
stay, but they did not listen. Now they 
will have to make adjustment in Arab 
countries. We want peace with the 
Arabs and we shall do everything pos- 
sible, within reason, to help the cause 


the Jews drove 
homes. Is this 


think 
their 


of peace. But it takes two to make 
peace.” 

“What about the Arab minority in 
Israel?” 


“Those Arabs who chose to stay in 
Israel were mostly people who had noth- 
ing to lose—workers and fellahin, coun- 
try folk, farmhands, and poor city 
laborers. Wages for Jews and Arabs in 
principle are the and generally 
Jewish employers abide by this. There 
are some cases where Jewish employers 
try to underpay the Arab laborer, but 
they are being dealt with. Equal pay 
for equal work is the government's pur- 
pose. At present some unskilled Arab 
laborers seem to be getting about twenty 
per cent less pay than unskilled Jewish 
Yaborers. But this is being remedied as 
fast as possible 

“We are helping the Arabs to establish 
co-operatives for handicraft, carpentry, 
and agriculture 

“The law of compulsory education ap- 
plies to all citizens. At present seventy- 
five per cent of Arab children go to 
schoo] free of charge. Coeducational 
schools, previously unheard of, have 
been introduced among Arabs. The lan- 
guage of instruction is Arabic. Hebrew 
is taught as a second language. They 
study in their schools their own scrip- 
tures, the Koran. No assimilating efforts 
are made. The living standard of the 
Arab in Israel is far superior to that of 
the average Arab in neighboring lands 

“There are eight Arab members in 
the Knesset [Parliament]. On the whole 
the Arabs are thriving economically. 
They are sought after as workers and 
farmers. Their wages are much higher 
than in neighboring Arab states. Their 
health is much better, too. There is less 
trachoma and resulting blindness among 
Israe] Arabs than in neighboring coun- 
tries. 

“The Government of Israel is quite 
concerned, however, with what: the 


same, 
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Arabs do with their money. A lot of 
it is used for smuggling and illegal traffic 
in luxuries across the border.” 


ARAB CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL 

The writer had Many opportunities to 
speak to Arabs privately. Most of them 
were Christians. Many of them confided 
that they would rather live under the 
Israeli State than under the oppressive 
regime of their Moslem brothers. This 
is also true of Christian Arabs in neigh- 
boring countries. The lot of the Chris- 
tian Arab among Moslems is not any 
too easy. In some respects it is similar 
to that of the Hebrew Christians among 
the Jews. 

The writer had the privilege of speak- 
ing to Arab Christian groups in differ- 
ent parts of Israel. Invariably he was 
received with kindness and gratitude 
They were glad to see a Jew who under- 
stood and sympathized with their prob- 
lems and looked upon them, not as en- 
emies, but as brothers in Christ. Of 
course this is an individual experience 
Yet doesn't it signify that in this respect 
also the key to peace in the Holy Land 
between Jew and Arab, as in every other 
field, is in the hands of the Prince of 
Peace. the Lord Jesus Christ, who breaks 
down the middle wall of partition? 

In general the Israeli Government is 
striving to be fair to the Arabs and to 
improve their lot gradually. Hardships 
and inequities there are bound to be in 
times of social and political upheavals. 
Any government is just people. Some 
are good, fair-minded, and with a deep 
sense of responsibility. Others are 
bureaucrats with an undue sense of their 
own importance and power. Many Is- 
raeli citizens, Jews as well as Arabs, 
have complained to me about this. 
Bureaucrats and lovers of red tape of 
the Israeli variety are a real danger 
to the welfare of the country 

On the whole there is a large measure 
of good will toward the Arabs. Israel 
would love nothing better than to be at 
peace with her neighbors. Recently the 


Government of Israel] has unfrozen the 
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bank deposits of Palestine refugees. 
They are now free to draw on their 
accounts, thus alleviating a considerable 
measure of hardship. By way of con- 
trast, the bank accounts of Jewish refu- 
gees who are today in Israel are frozen 
in Syria and Iraq. 

Undoubtedly Israel wants peace. The 
common Arab people want peace just 
as badly. The leaders do not, as yet. 

It takes two to make peace. Yet sooner 
or later self-interest is bound to bring 
the Arabs and the Israelis together and 
encourage them to find a way of peace 
which will promote the good of thei: 
respective countries, Israel and the Arab 
nations need one another's good will and 
co-operation. 

(To be continued) 


Teaching the Adult Bible Class 
By Mabel F. Hill 


T IS the usual practice in Sunday 

school to have a moving-up or pro- 
motion dgy, when children are advanced 
to classes more suitable to the growing 
minds. There can be no moving up for 
adults in Bible class, however. Their 
next advancement will be Heaven! What 
a challenge for the teacher of the Bible 
class. There must be no careless pres- 
entation of the lessons here, for what- 
ever is done in this class is final. 

If the lessons have been taught so 
that the adults are prepared for the 
journey through the valley of the 
shadow, and the teacher can say, “I have 
prepared my lessons in such a way that 
you have been enabled to know Christ 
as your Saviour,” then that teacher has 
fulfilled a great need. 

It is no smal] task to create interest 
among adults One must dig deep! 
There are treasures in the Bible that 
will escape those who pass over the les- 
sons lightly. Discussions create an inter- 
est. It is the teacher who must guide 
these discussions in such a way that 
main facts are not obscured 

A teacher must be wise in using God’s 
Word. Prayer without ceasing for guid- 
ance in teaching and faith that the les- 
son will be successfully received is the 
responsibility and privilege of serving 
Christ as a teacher. For such a one 
there is no more satisfying job. 

If efforts are to bear fruit, there must 
be love for the pupils in the class, Love 
will radiate friendliness toward one an- 
other, and the discussions will take on 
an interest that will be contagious. A 
long, solemn face will have a tendency 
to create a feeling of aloofness on the 
part of the pupil. 

And diligent prayer for each member 
of the class and that your efforts may 
bear fruit for the Lord Jesus Christ 
will bring rich rewards. 


GRAHAMSVILLE, N. Y. 
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Traveling With 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 


EN days of cruising through the 

Inland Waterway from Vancouver, 
B. C., to Skagway, Alaska, will never 
be forgotten. These are days of rest 
and leisure, made delightful by Chris- 
tian companionship and scenes of fare 
beauty seldom found elsewhere. Many 
experienced travelers have said that the 
Inside Passage is one of the most beau- 
tiful waterways in the world. 

Picture yourself as a passenger on the 
S.S. Chilcotin, chartered for the Tour. 
Imagine gliding across wide stretches of 
sapphire blue water, dotted with wooded 
islands; then threading your way through 
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narrow channels, with long slopes of 
towering mountains sweeping down to 
the water’s edge. At times one is vir- 
tually overwhelmed with the surround- 
ing scenes. In one direction is a glacier, 
while close at hand, in another direction, 
is a waterfall flashing in the sunlight, 
and broken into gigantic steps as the 
fall hits ledge after ledge on its down- 
ward way. It seems at times as if the 
ship had wings, as she makes her effort- 
less way, with almost no _ vibration, 
through the bewitching, blue waters. 
Picture-taking tourists will be busy with 
their cameras, taking new scenes, far 
excelling others, as the ship turns into 
a new stretch of water. Over the loud- 
speaker the captain will caution the pas- 








Christ Is Risen 


Resurrection truth “according to the Scriptures’ 


These resurrection verses from the Word have been compiled by the 


American Scripture Gift Mission, 


323 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, 


and have been arranged in an attractive leaflet that is available at 50 
cents a hundred. ‘Orders should be sent promptly if copies are desired 
for distribution during the Easter season, 


As FORETOLD By PROPHETS 
OR I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth (Job 19:25). 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption (Psa. 16:10). 

But God will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave: for he shall receive 
me (Psa, 49:15). 

As PROMISED By HIMSELF 

From that time forth began Jesus to 
show unto his disciples, how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day (Matt. 16:21). 

Jesus said unto them, The Son of man 
shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 
and they shall kill him, and the third 
day he shall be raised again (Matt. 17: 


22, 23). 
And Jesus ... said , . . the Son of 
man... the third day .. . shall rise 


again (Matt, 20:17-19). 
As DECLARED By WITNESSES 


And the angel answered and said unto 
the women, Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 
He is not here: for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay (Matt. 28:5, 6). 


But Peter ... said ... David... 


being a prophet, and knowing that God 
. would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne: he seeing this before spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul 
was not left in hell, neither his flesh 
did see corruption (Acts 2:14, 29-31). 
And with great power gave the apos- 


tles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon 
them all (Acts 4:33). 

Then Paul... said . . . God raised 
him from the dead: and he was seen 
many days (Acts 13:16, 30, 31). 

The gospel which I preached unto you. 

. by which also ye are saved, ... 
how that Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the scriptures: and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third 
day. ... After that, he was seen of above 
five hundred brethren (1 Cor. 15: 1-4, 6). 


As PROVIDED sy Gop 


For Salvation 

If we believe on him that raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead: who was 
delivered for our offences. and was raised 
again for our justification (Rom. 4:24, 
25). 

That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved (Rom. 
10:9). 

God was manifest in the flesh, . . 
believed on in the world, received up 
into glory (1 Tim. 3:16). 

For Newness of Life 
As Christ was raised up from the dead 
. , even so we also should walk in 
newness of life (Rom. 6:4). 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God 
(Col, 3:1). 

For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him (1 
Thess. 4:14). 
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sengers not to use all of their film at 
once, because in an hour or two they 
will come upon even more majestic 
sights. And, though the travelers are 
up in the wild and primitive land of the 
north, life aboard the ship is surrounded 
by the amenities of our highest civiliza- 
tion. Everything about the voyage will 
be impressive, and memories of it will 
be lifelong. 

The itinerary for the 1953 Christian 
Fellowship Tour includes an abundance 
of attractive features. An outstanding 
experience right at the beginning is the 
memorable trip by bus from Billings. 
Mont., into‘ Yellowstone Park; up the 
mountains to the Red Lodge Highroad, 
to an elevation above 10,000 feet; and 
then a continuous run of many miles 
over high passes in the Montana Rockies. 
The travelers will feel that they are on 
top of the world as they look about and 
see chain after chain of snow-capped 
mountains, the peaks seeming to vie 
with one another in spectacular gran- 
deur. The bus ride terminates at the 
Canyon Hotel in Yellowstone Park, 
where the party will have dinner and 
spend the night. 

The Tour starts from Chicago on July 
27 and returns to that city on August 25. 
The details of the itinerary, including 
prices, are given in an illustrated folder, 
“Alaska With the Christian Fellowship 
Tour of 1953.” Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 
of The Sunday Schoo] Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, will ac- 
company the group through the entire 
journey: and he will be glad to send the 
folder, free, upon request, 


4 
“ 


The N.A.E. Statement on 
the Revised Standard Version 


ANY extended articles on the new 
Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible have been published in Christian 
periodicals. It is often convenient in 
these busy days to have summaries of 
opinion in shorter form, for ready ref- 
erence. The National Association of 
Evangelicals issued such a statement in 
December. Released by Dr. R. L. Decker, 
executive director, it reads as follows: 
“The Executive Committee with ref- 
erence to the Revised Standard Version 
declares in behalf of the NAE: 

“1. We protest the assumption by the 
National Council of Christian Churches, 
or any other organization or any person 
of the right to pronounce any version 
of the Holy Scriptures ‘authorized’ 
for English-speaking Protestants. God’s 
Word carries its own authority, which 
is enforced by the Holy Spirit when 
correctly rendered from the original. 

“2. We regret certain features of ad- 
vertising and promotion that appear to 
have been designed primarily to stimu- 
late sales rather than to represent factu- 

(Continued on page 259) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. 


APRIL 5. THE LIVING LORD (Easter) 


Matthew 28; printed text, verses 1-10, 16-20 


Golden Text.—I am the resurrection and the life.—John 11:25 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary to see the sepulchre, 

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 

3 His countenance like lightning, and 
white as snow: 

4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 
as dead men. 

5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear 
not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay. 

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Gali- 
lee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 

8 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear 
and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. 


was his raiment 


< % 


9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met 
them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped him. 

10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 


16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into 
a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: 
some doubted. 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen, 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


but 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

OR six months we have been study- 
Fi: Matthew's account of our Lord’s 

earthly life and ministry. He has 
presented Him to us as the King—the 
King in His preparations, the King in 
His procedures, and the King in His 
passion. He has depicted the kingly 
Sufferer dwelling in His passion, ap- 
proaching His passion, and enduring His 
passion. Now, in the closing chapter 
of his record, the evangelist relates how 
the King emerged from His passion, tri- 
umphant, majestic, commanding, yet 
with no fanfare of trumpets, but 
with all the simplicity that marked the 
days of His humiliation, and the same 
kindly patience and _ understanding. 
True, a certain mysteriousness marks His 
coming and going, His appearings and 
disappearings, during those forty days, 
but the sense of mystery must be attrib- 
uted more to the disciples’ (and our) 
lack of understanding, and to the awe 
in which we stand before all that is 
beyond the grave. 

Before us in this lesson stands the 
Lord of life, the Conqueror of death, the 
King of the ages, the appointed Ruler 
over all. In His presence we can only 
worship, heed His words of regal com- 
mand, and accept His royal assurances. 

It is surely appropriate that our study 
of Matthew's Gospel should bring us to 
the resurrection chapter of Easter Sun- 
day. We are not greatly given to the 
observance of times and seasons, but we 
can be thankful that, amid all the con- 


fusing voices of the world, the glad story 
of our Lord’s triumph is ringing out to- 
day, with its message of hope for weary, 
discouraged men. Some will deny, some 
will try to “water down” the glorious 
truth, but even opposition bears wit- 
ness to the fact that Jesus lives, and 


many hearts will take courage at the 
thought. 
The Saviour lives today! The cheerless 
tomb 


With living garlands now is all abloom; 
The grave is rifled of its chiefest prey: 
Grim death relinquishes his  sov'reign 
sway 
From steeple-bells and choiring voices 
Let carols ring, while Heaven rejoices! 
Men and angels join to sing 
Hallelujahs to the King! 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 28:1.—“In the end of the sabbath 
: Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary.” For time of day compare Mark 
16:2; Luke 24:1. For “the other Mary” 
see chapter 27:56. For their purpose 
in coming to the sepulcher see Mark 
16:1; Luke 24:1, 


Verse 2.—“A_ great 
the angel of the Lord . . . rolled back 
the stone . . . and sat upon it.” The 
earthquake accompanied the approach 
of the angel. The rolling back of the 
stone was not to let Jesus out, but to 
let the disciples in. The angel sat as 
the guardian and exhibitor of the empty 
tomb and the herald of the Resurrec- 
tion. 


earthquake: for 


Verse 3.—“His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow.” Heavenly glory and radiance 
shone forth from this mighty angel. We 


are reminded of our Lord at His trans- 
figuration, 

Verse 4—“And for fear of him the 
keepers did shake.” Their job as guard- 
ians of the tomb had been taken from 
them by one with whom they did not 
dare to dispute. Fear is the inevitable 
reaction of sinners at the sight of 
heavenly glory. 

Verse 5.—“Fear not ye: for I know that 
ye seek Jesus.” Notice that the angel 
offered no alleviation of the fear of the 
keepers, but addressed their encourage- 
ment definitely to these lovers of Jesus. 
Those who seek Jesus need have no fear, 


Verse 6.—“He is risen, . . . Come, see 
the place.” God would not have us be 
superstitious about sacred sites, but “the 
place where the Lord lay” was indicated 
by the angel as evidence that He was 
risen. Compare John 20:3-8. 


Verse 7.—“And go quickly, and tell 
his disciples.” Seeing must be followed 
by going, and the news was so good 
that no time must be lost in telling it. 


Verse 8—‘“And they departed 
with fear and great joy; and did run.” 
Notice how the joy exceeded the fear, 
but both gave their feet wings to share 
the glad tidings. Try to catch the at- 
mosphere of eagerness. 


Verse 9.—“Jesus met them, saying, All 
hail. And they . . . worshipped him.” 
He met them in the way of faith and 
obedience. The general Hebrew greet- 
ing was, “Peace,” but this Greek greeting, 
“Rejoice” (rendered “All hail” in our 
King James Version), was more suitable 
to this glad occasion. Jesus used the 
Hebrew greeting to the disciples in the 
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upper room because they were in a state 
of great fear (Luke 24:36, 37). 

Verse 10.—“Go tell my brethren that 
they go into Galilee.” Who are His 
“brethren”? Doubtless His disciples 
(chap, 12:49) rather than those of His 
own family. See Hebrews 2:11. 

Verses 11 to 15 relate the attempt of 
the Jewish leaders to discredit the re- 
port of the Resurrection and their brib- 
ing of the soldiers to spread a false 
rumor. 

Verse 16.—“Then the eleven disciples 
went away into Galilee.” Matthew does 
not record the appearings in Jerusalem. 
A Harmony should be consulted for the 
full story. Notice it is now “the eleven.” 
Judas has gone “to his own place.” 

Verse 17.—“They worshipped him: but 
some doubted.” The word for “wor- 
shipped” both here and in verse 9 is 
one which signifies submission. But 
these men were not easily convinced. It 
was not childish credulity that moved 
them. They entertained doubts which 
had to be expelled. 

Verse 18—“All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.” It is not 
native strength that is here referred to, 
but authority vested in Him as the Son 
of man by His Father. Heaven and 
earth have been given to the Man of 
Calvary as the sphere of His sovereignty. 

Verse 19.—“Go . . . teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name. ...” This 
is the command of a sovereign. The 
word for “teach” is the verbal form of 
the word “disciple.” The Gentile age 
is here introduced. The baptizing is in 
one name, which pertains to all three 
persons of the Trinity. 

Verse 20—“I have commanded you 
...1am with you.” Jesus is not here 
speaking as an inviting Saviour, but as 
a commanding Lord. See how He takes 
up the glorious “I am” of Exodus 3:14 
and gives it new content. “I am with 
you”—that is His name that meets all 
our need. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

If Matthew's Gospel were a human 
story, the word “Finis” should have to 
be written at the end of chapter twenty- 
seven. But because it is a divine story, 
the sealed tomb does not end it. There 
is a new chapter, which does not close 
even with the end of Matthew’s narra- 
tive, but goes right on. Chapter twenty- 
eight calls for the footnote, to be con- 
tinued, Look at the last verse. The One 
whose death and burial were recorded in 
chapter twenty-seven is here standing be- 
fore a company of His disciples, and on 
His lips are the majestic, timeless words, 
“I am.” And with these words He in- 
augurates a new age, as with the same 
words God inaugurated the preceding 
age (Exod. 3:14). 

It is an amazing chapter. It opens 
upon the disciples of Jesus, represented 
by two women whose love was stronger 
than their faith, taken up with a sepul- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. (26) March 29.—Jesus is Crucified 
Matthew 21:1-11; 27 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. April 12.—Paul’s Conversion at Da- 
mascus. Acts 7:58 to 8:3; 9:1-30; 
22:1-21; Galatians 1:1; Philippians 3:4-6 








cher and a dead body which they ex- 
pected to find therein. It ends with 
the occupant of that tomb launching an 
age-long campaign of evangelization. He 
who yesterday lay in the tomb is today 
Ruler of Heaven and earth, supreme 
Master claiming implicit obedience to 
all His commands, Captain of the forces 
of righteousness, Director of a world- 
wide and age-long operation, ever-pres- 
ent and all-sufficient Lord. What if the 
enemies of Christ seek to give the lie 
to His resurrection? Not only does the 
fact stand, but the Lord Himself lives, 
and He cannot fail, 

That empty tomb is the token of vic- 
tory. The discipling and the baptizing 
and the teaching that have gone on in 
His name for more than nineteen cen- 
turies are themselves ample evidence 
of His resurrection, and we who have 
been raised into newness of life in Him 
need no reasoned arguments. We know 
the truth and the reality of that “I am 
with you.” We need not, then, be afraid 
for His program. We do not serve Him 
with the idea of helping Him out in an 
undertaking which might otherwise fail, 
but in glad acknowledgment that it is 
His right to command, and in the thrill- 
ing confidence that we have been called 
into fellowship in a project whose com- 
plete success was guaranteed that day 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW has Matthew presented Jesus 
Christ to us? 

2. What five great bodies of teaching 
are presented in Matthew's Gospel? 

3. How has the passion of our Lord 
been dealt with in Matthew’s Gospel? 

4. How many appearings of Jesus are 
recorded between His resurrection and 
His ascension? 

5. How many of these are related by 
Matthew? 

6. Why did the two Marys not come 
with their spices the day after the Lord’s 
burial? 

7. Whose fear did the angel (1) allay, 
(2) not allay? 

8. Why did the angel draw attention 
to the tomb? 

9. In what common act did the two 
Marys and the disciples in Galilee en- 
gage on seeing the risen Christ? 

10. What three “all’s” are found in the 
great commission as recorded by Mat- 
thew? 

(Answers on page 253) 
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when Jesus left the graveclothes undis- 
turbed in their place, and rose, the 
Prince of life. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-7) 
2. The risen Lord (vs. 8-10) 
3. The futile lie (vs. 11-15) 
4. The royal decree (vs. 16-20) 


Topics for Development 

The Great Commission, This is a les- 
son all in itself. Notice: 

1. The affirmation. He who had been 
cast out by men claims that all author- 
ity, embracing both Heaven and earth, 
is delivered to Him. That means not 
only right to command in those spheres, 
but also the prerogative of enforcing His 
commands with all the resources of 
Heaven and earth, 

2. The Appointment. This universal 
authority is the basis of His commands 
to His disciples. His church is to be 
a going church, with all nations as the 
sphere of its activity, and making dis- 
ciples its operation. I cannot agree with 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan that the “dis- 
cipling” here commanded means “to in- 
fluence all the nations toward His stand- 
ards and His ideals.” If that is the 
command, we must admit failure, and 
that failure will be punctuated in the 
closing days of the age. This can only 
refer to the calling out of disciples from 
all the nations. It is individual, like 
the baptizing and the teaching that fol- 
low. Notice, then, the evangelization 
is to be followed by the seal of fellow- 
ship and testimony, and by instruction 
in the ways of the Lord. 

3. The Assurance. “I am with you.” 
On the lips of Jesus the words “I am” 
are most significant. See them in John 
8:58; 4:26 (Gr.). Then look at the ex- 
pansions of the phrase in John 6:48; 
9:5; 10:9, 11; 11:25; Rev. 1:17. Now 
apply that to Matthew 28:20. Here is 
another expansion of the majestic “I 
am,” and it means Jesus, the Lord, Je- 
hovah, ever present with us, as long as 
the age endures, as long as the task 
lasts. Do we need more? 

Resurrection Appearings. Forty days 
lay between the resurrection of Christ 
and His ascension. During those days 
He appeared to His disciples, so far as 
the Scripture record informs us, eleven 
times. Here is the list. as collected by 
J. Oswald Sanders in “Christ Incompar- 
able” (Marshall, Morgan & Scott; may 
be obtained from Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., $3.25). 

. To Mary Magdalene (John 20: 14-17) 

. To other women (Matt. 28:9 10) 

. To Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5) 

. To Emmaus disciples (Luke 24: 13-31) 

. To the ten (Luke 24:36-52; John 20: 
19-23) 

. To the-eleven after eight days (John 
20: 26-29) 

7. On the seashore (John 21:1-14) 

8. On the Galilee mountain (Matt. 28: 
16-20) 
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9. To the five hundred (1 Cor. 15:6) 
10. To James (1 Cor. 15:7) 
11. At the ascension (Acts 1:6-11) 


Personal Applications 

Loving hearts are sure to find Him. 

Christianity is not the inspiration of 
a past life, but the support of a present, 
living Lord. 

Sacred sites convey no grace, but they 
bear mute witness to blessed facts. 

After the “come, see” is the “go... 
and tell.” Have you obeyed both in- 
junctions? 

There are still those whose worship 
is weakened with a question mark. Let 
yours be strengthened with an exclama- 
tion mark. See verse 17. 

“"Tis His to command; 
obey.” 


Golden Text 


John 11:25.—“I am the resurrection, 
and the life.” Martha thought in terms 
of a distant event, but the Lord would 
have us think in terms of a present per- 
son. Death cannot stand in His pres- 
ence. When we have Him, we already 
have fullness of life, and His appearing 
will mean the full harvest of life for 
body, soul, and spirit. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“Low in the Grave He Lay” 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
“I Serve a Living Saviour” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 
God, our loving Father in Heaven, we 
thank Thee for the victorious rising of 
our Lord from the grave and all that 
it means to us. We praise Thee that 
because He arose we have the Gospel, 
the Christian Church, the New Testa- 
ment, and all the great good the Chris- 
tian faith brings to men. Today we pray 
for people who know not the glad tid- 
ings. Send Thy servants to them with 
the message that every tribe and people 
might know and believe. Bless those 
whom we support as Thy servants in 
far-off lands, and use them to bring 
the light of life to many. Help us all 
to do our best to obey the Lord’s great 
missionary command. Bless Thy Word 
to us today and give us all a richer 
experience of the power and victory of 
our risen Saviour. For the tried and 
troubled, the sick, and for those astray 
from Thee we now pray. Reach out Thy 
hand of mercy and help to all such, and 
where we can be channels of Thy help, 
may we be ready for Thy use. Guide 
our leaders and deliver our land from 
evil within and peril without. Forgive 
us where we have failed Thee, Father, 
and may we overcome our temptations 
and weaknesses in the strength of Christ. 
_Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—After the Battle of 
Waterloo when the British general, 
Wellington, defeated Napoleon, news of 
the outcome of the battle was signaled 
to the waiting people of Britain. 
Watchers there deciphered this message, 
“Wellington defeated,” and word quickly 
spread that disaster had befallen the 
nation. But a little later the lifting of 
a fog brought the complete signal mes- 
sage, “Wellington defeated the enemy,” 
and at once sorrow was turned into joy. 


A RISEN Lop 


What was first taken to be a defeat was 
found to be a victory. 

The disciples had a similar experi- 
ence. With their Lord dead and buried 
it seemed He and all He stood for had 
gone down to defeat. “Christ defeated” 
seemed the message of those dark events, 
But His resurrection filled out the mes- 
sage and made it read, “Christ defeated 
the enemy.” And just as Wellington’s 
victory was the nation’s victory, so 
Christ’s victory is the victory of all His 
people. He defeated sin, death, and 
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Satan, and in that victory His people 
share. Through His death our sins find 
forgiveness and by His risen power sin’s 
rule in us is broken. Through His dy- 
ing and rising again He also defeated 
death and him who had the power of 
death, the Devil (Heb. 2:14, 15). Now, 
those who are His need not fear death. 
He has made it for them the door into 
a brighter, better life with Him. With 
Paul the true Christian can say, “O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory?’ He can say, 
“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Is that victory song in your heart? It 


can be once you let Christ into your 
heart, 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


vd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE SAVIOUR TRIUMPHS ABOVE THE STONE! 


“The angel of the Lord ++ rolied back thestone from the door. (mr. 28:2.) 


"ALI DOWER is civen unto me 


IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH." (177. 28-78.) 





FReds 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. 


He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29 





248 (12) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The angel .. . rolled back the stone 
_..@nd sat upon it” (Matt. 28:2).—With 
Pilate’s permission, the chief priests and 
Pharisees, fearful of the Lord’s resurrec- 
tion, made the sepulcher as “sure,” as 
was humanly possible. They sealed the 
great stone, and set a watch. As in per- 
fect contempt of man’s greatest effort 
to keep the Lord of life and glory in 
the precincts of the dead, the angel of 
the Lord rolled away the stone, and sat 
on it. It is utter folly for man to attempt 
to defeat the purpose of God. 

In a certain graveyard is a monument 
tottering from its foundations. It is 
built in the form of steps, and its mas- 
sive stones are secured by heavy iron 
clasps. Besides the usual family inscrip- 
tions, at the base of the monument are 
engraved these arrogant lines: “This 
sepulchre, purchased for al] eternity, is 
not permitted to be opened.” Opposed 
to this determination of man, a beech 
seed, perhaps carried by the wind, found 
its way into a crevice of the foundation. 
In the course of time this little seed 
grew to be a Strong, luxuriant tree, 
mocked the proud inscription on the 
monument, raised the massive stones 
from their foundation, and rent the 
strong iron clasp asunder. This open 
grave reminds visitors of the fallacy of 
man’s resolution to project plans to last 
for “all eternity”! 

“And the angel 
women, Fear not ye... .” (Matt. 28:5).— 
The lightninglike countenance, and 
snow-white raiment of the angel caused 
the Roman soldiers to shake and become 
as dead men. They fled to tell the chief 
priests what had happened. The un- 
armed women were told to “Fear not,” 
because the angel knew they had come 
to seek Jesus who had been crucified. 
What a joy it must have been to the 
angel to add: “He is not here: for he 
is risen, . . . Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.” 

Rome seems to have incessant use 
for a crucifix with a dead Christ upon 
it—but it was the delight of the apostles 
to preach “Jesus, and the resurrection” 
(Acts 17:18). It is a great satisfaction 
to His messengers today to say, while 
pointing to the cross, “He is not there,” 
and to the grave, “He is not here.” It 
is a risen, ascended, and highly exalted 
Lord whom we present today. 

And because He lives, we shall live 
also. The incident is related about a 
visitor who was accidentally locked in 
an old vault beneath Westminster Ab- 
bey. The janitors were busy, and no one 
heard the muffled voice which began to 
come from the crypt or the muffled 
blows which began to beat upon its 
oaken door. The afternoon passed away. 
What must that imprisoned man have 
suffered at the thought of being byried 
alive! 


said unto the 
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At the usual hour a janitor made his 
evening round before closing the build- 
ing for the night. The entombed man 
heard him as his footsteps came near, 
then retreated, came near again, then 
finally receding, grew fainter and 
fainter, and died away at length in the 
distance, What imagination can conceive 
the inmate’s agony? He redoubled his 
cries. He threw his body wildly against 
the solid door. In vain. Now he thought 
he heard the distant entrance doors 
creak on their hinges, and the key 
pushed into the great iron lock. In a 
moment more the vast building would 
be closed for the night. 

Fortunately, before turning the key, 
the janitor paused a moment and lis- 
tened. He thought he heard dull blows, 
faint and far away—a sound of stifled, 
agonized cries. He listened more in- 
tently. A horrible thought suggested 
itself to him. “Someone is locked in 
the vault.” He hastened to the place, 
threw open the door, and produced a 
light to see. The entombed man had 
fallen senseless upon the stone floor. 
He was rescued just in time to save his 
reason, 

Were is not for the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, we had all been like that 
poor imprisoned man, helplessly and 
hopelessly beating our wounded fists 
and raising our hopeless cries against 
the bolted door of a living tomb. 


“And go quickly, and tell , ,. . that 
he is risen” (Matt. 28:7).—It is no sur- 
prise to be told “they departed quickly 
from the sepulchre with fear and great 
joy; and did run to bring his disciples 
word.” 

There are those who profess to be His 
witnesses, who refuse to bear the glad 
tidings of His glorious resurrection. They 
teach that His body is still being pre- 
served in some memorial place, or that 
it has evaporated into gases. There are 
others who profess to believe in His 
resurrection, but spiritualize it. They 
do not believe in His physical resur- 
rection. 

If His body did not rise, why are we 
told, “And they came and held him by 
the feet, and worshipped him”? A spirit 
cannot be thus held. 

An intelligent, but skeptical man had 
frequent conversations with a preacher, 
but always stumbled at the fact of the 
Resurrection. At length, they were sep- 
arated. The preacher did not see the 
skeptic for years. Meanwhile, the skep- 
tic became a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The first time the preacher saw 
his friend, he asked, “And what do you 
think now of the Resurrection?” “Oh,” 
said he, “two words from Paul con- 
quered me—they are: ‘Thou fool’ (1 
Cor. 15:36); it was no argument, no satis- 
fying my objections, but God convincing 
me that I was a fool!” 


Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 
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He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to 
reign. 
He arose! He arose! 
Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it makes a vast differ- 
ence to know that our Lord Jesus 
Christ is a living Saviour; that He did 
not remain in the tomb where the two 
“morticians,” Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathaea, left Him. Whatever you may 
know about Jesus, He is worth nothing 
to you unless you can believe that after 
He shed His blood on Calvary for you, 
and was buried in Joseph’s sepulcher, 
He rose again from the dead and now 
lives, with saving and keeping power, 
as your Redeemer. 
I spent four weeks in a hospital. It 
was a very modern and well-managed 
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institution, owned and operated by the 
Roman Catholics. In every room, on the 
wall just opposite the bed, there hung a 
gilded crucifix. When a patient opened his 
eyes, the first thing he would see would 
be the crucifix; and all day long and all 
night long when one was awake, the 
crucifix was in sight. 

I am sure that we should often think 
of our Lord upon the cross, for it was 
there He endured untold suffering for 
us. But the crucifix was depressing to 
me, seeing it so constantly: so I began 
lifting my eyes to the bare wall about 
twenty inches above it. You perhaps 
have noticed that if you look steadily 
at an object a moment or two, then shift 
your vision to another clear space, say 
upon the wall, the image having been 
impressed upon the retina of your eye 
is reproduced—that is, in silhouette. 
Surface details of the picture disappear, 
but the outline form is there unmis- 
takably. So it was when I lifted my 
eyes from the crucifix to the space above 
There appeared in perfect form the 
cross, without the image. Simply an 
empty cross. That gave me relief and 
great comfort. as I had to lie there hour 
upon hour with nothing else on the wall 
to look at. 


One morning when the “sister” came 
on her routine daily round, speaking 
kindly to the patients, I asked her to do 
me a favor, and as she hesitated, not 
knowing what I wanted, I said. “Will 
you please look steadily at the crucifix 
just a moment?” She was quite will- 
ing to do that. Then I said. “Now lift 
your eyes to the space above, about two 
feet, and fix them there; what do you 
see?” “I see a cross very plainly,” she 
answered. “Do you see anything on the 
cross?” I asked her. She said, “No.” 
Then I told her, “I worship a living 
Christ, not a dead one.” She turned 
without a word and left the room; and 
never visited my bedside again. Maybe 
she sought comfort from Mary, whom 
the Pope recently “elevated to deity”: 
but I am sure she found no lasting 
solace there. ;Mary was a lovely woman. 
greatly honored to be chosen as the 
mother of Jesus, but she is not God. 

Fellows, it is very wonderful to know 
that our Lord lives; that He is very real 
and very present—to guide, to lead, to 
encourage, to instruct, to inspire us as 
we walk the path of life. There is a 
sweet little song we like to sing, and 
which tells the story in a nutshell. writ- 
ten by Mr. A. H. Ackley. It goes this way: 

I serve a risen Saviour, ¢ 

He’s in the world today; 

I know that He is living, 

Whatever men may say; 

I see His hand of mercy, 

I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I, need Him, 

He’s always near. 

He lives, He lives, 

Christ Jesus lives today! 


He walks with me and talks with me 
Along life’s narrow way. 
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He lives, He lives, 
Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
yw 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Curist Lives! 


ATERIALS needed: pattern of tomb 
and great stone, gray paper, black 
paper, scissors and paste, pencils and 
notebooks. Test questions, preferably 
a typewritten sheet for each girl with 
spaces.for the answers. The questions 
will be found at the end of today’s lesson 
The day we call Easter commamorates 
the most wonderful event that ever took 
place on this earth. That morning the 
one who willingly laid down His life 
for us came triumphantly out of the 
grave. 

The ‘importance of this event cannot 
be overestimated. The fact that Jesus 
rose from the dead proved that God had 
accepted His work of redemption on 
Calvary. His sacrifice was great enough 
to atone for the sins of everyone who 
comes to Him for salvation. Because 
Jesus rose from the dead, the Christian 
knows that he, too, will also rise some 
day through the mighty power of God. 

Let us read Matthew 28:1-10. See 
how simply the Word of God tells the 
story of Christ’s glorious resurrection. 
Notice that it was women who came first 
to the tomb on Easter morning. Picture 
the scene in verses 2 and 3. No wonder 
“the keepers did shake.” Undoubtedly 
the women were alarmed, too, for the 
angel said to them, “Fear not.’ He 
did not say that to the keepers, because 
they had not come there for love of 
Jesus as these holy women had. The 
angels know well which people love the 
Lord, and which ones do not. 

The angel told the women to go 
quickly to tell the disciples that the Lord 
had risen. They obeyed, even starting 
to run back to the city. And as they 
went they met the Lord Himself, and 
worshiped Him. He also told them not 
to be afraid, but to tell His disciples 
to meet Him in Galilee. 

Verses 11 to 15 tell of the futile attempt 
of the Jewish leaders to conceal the 
fact of Christ’s resurrection though the 
empty tomb and the witness of His many 
disciples proved it to be a fact. The 
chief priests tried to undermine this 
witness by bribing the soldiers or 
“keepers” to say that “his disciples came 
by night, and stole him away while we 
slept.” They expected the people to 
believe that Jesus’ disciples had come 
and pried loose the great stone without 
their hearing a sound! Also that they 
had carefully unwound the graveclothes, 
leaving them undisturbed in the tomb 
before removing His body. The chief 
priests knew as well as the soldiers that 
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the penalty of sleeping on duty was 
death, yet expected the public to be- 
lieve that all the armed guard slept 
peacefully while the disciples broke into 
the tomb right beside them. The very 
fact that the soldiers had not been put 
to death immediately should have con- 
vinced everyone that there was some- 
thing “fishy” about their story. How 
miserable all this will appear in the day 
when they stand before the Great White 
Throne to be judged according to their 
works! 

Now read verses 16 to 20 in unison. 
In verse 17 Matthew says that when 
many Galilean disciples first met their 
risen Lord, “some doubted.” Very likely 
this was the time that the risen Christ 
“was seen of above five hundred breth- 
ren at once” (1 Cor. 15:6). The Gospel 
narrative bears the stamp of truth. There 
is no attempt to “put something over.” 
We are told plainly that some doubted. 
And no wonder! To see Him again, alive 
from the dead, was so wonderful it was 
not strange that to some of them it 
seemed too wonderful to be true, 

Notice the four “all's” in the next three 
verses: All power given to Christ, all 
nations must be taught the Gospel, all 
that Jesus commanded should be ob- 
served, and al-way He would be with His 
followers. 

What a glorious ending to this beauti- 
ful Gospel which we have been study- 
ing for the last six months! Let us be 
more earnest than ever to follow our 
risen Redeemer! 

In your notebooks write “Matthew 
28.” Below that, “Christ is risen.” Then 
make a tomb showing an opening in it 
and the great rock at one side where 
the angel rolled it. Beneath that copy 
verses 5 and 6. 

As soon as you have finished, take a 
test paper and see how much you re- 
member of the Book of Matthew. An- 
swer as many- questions as you can. 

1. What was Matthew’s business before 
he followed Jesus? 
2. What was the name of the mother of 


Jesus? 

3. Of whose line of descent did Jesus 
come? 

4. In what city was Jesus born? 

5. Why was His name called Jesus? 

6. How were the Wise Men led to the 
baby King? 

7. What did Herod do when the Wise 


Men did not come back? 

8. Who prepared the way when it was 
time for Jesus to begin His min- 
istry? 

9. What did God say when Jesus was 
baptized? 

10. With what did Jesus overcome Satan 
in the wilderness? 

11. How does the Sermon on the Mount 
begin? 

12. What did Jesus do for Jairus’s daugh- 
ter? 

13. Name five miracles which proved 
that Jesus was God. 
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ATTEND 


THE WORLD EVANGELICAL 
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE 


in Clarens, Switzerland 


July 27 to August 2 


Chartered plane leaves New York 
July 23 returning August 14. 


ROUND TRIP ONLY $375 


If interested do not delay in se- 
curing reservations by writing to 


Commission on International Relations 
120 Tremont Street Boston 8, Mass. 























In One Large Complete Volume 
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Critical and explanatory 
comments on every verse 
in the Bible for ministers, 
Sunday school teachers, 
and Christian workers. 


Complete, 4 volumes in 1. 


“The clearest one-volume commentary,” says the 
Sunday School Times 


1,347 pages, 63," x 10”. Strong, reinforced 
cloth binding - . - - - $7.95 
Available at all religious bookstores or 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 


DIETZ INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SERVICE 


This popular, noise- 
less Communion 
Service is again 
available. Inter- 
locking trays stack 
into a convenient, 
attractive unit of 
desired capacity. 
Glasses in cusignt 
rows are rubber 
cushioned and do 
not click, stick, tilt 
or spill. Made 
of finest aluminum, 


satin finish. 
Delivery extra on 
foliowing prices: 


Base, only $4.00 
Cover, only 5.00 
No. 7 Cushioned Tray with 36 geceee, @ esol $13.25 

No. 55 Extra lay Glasses for tray No. 
1% in. high. Per dozen 1.35 
No. 4 Wide Rim Bread Plate aluminum” 10% In. 2 95 
- - 3,50 


No. 5 Offering Plate pang 10% ia. 
Your dealer wii order 
For free catalog Pete o Dept. Ye 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago 3, Ill 
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14. How many disciples had Jesus? 

15. Name at least half of them. 

16. List five parables found in Matthew. 

17. Who said, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God”? 

18. What men came from Heaven to 
talk with Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration? 

19. Why did the enemies of Jesus have 
to stop questioning Him? 

20. Who stated that Jesus was innocent, 
after he had betrayed Him? 

21. Who said, “I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person”? 

22. Why did Jesus not come down from 
the cross when His enemies said, 
“If thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the cross”? 

23. Tell three things that happened when 
Jesus died. 

24. How do you know that Jesus really 
rose from the dead? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not pe clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

In One Triumphant Move.—I am the 
resurrection, and the life (John 11:25, 
Golden Text). There is a wonderful 
picture called “The Game of Death,” in 
which a young man is represented as 
playing chess with the Devil. The Devil. 
apparently, by the position of the chess- 
men, has won the game. A noted chess 
player went to see the picture, and after 
looking at it, he said, “I can save that 
fellow!” Then he explained how the 
chessmen should be moved to win the 
game. That is what Jesus Christ has 
done for us. He has, in one move, eter- 
nally checkmated the Devil, and snatched 
the prey from the mighty. By His vic- 
tory over death, Jesus has given us 
victory over the grave.—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Broken Gravestones.—The angel of the 
Lord . . . rolled back the stone (Matt. 
2872). A little boy, visiting the ceme- 
tery, saw an old man shake his fist at 
a big headstone, saying, “Oh, ye stones, ye 
shall all be. broken to pieces on the 
resurrection morning.”—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


A Living Saviour—Ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified (Matt. 28:5). One 
day an Indian fakir was sitting under a 
tree when some leaves of a torn book 
blew his way. They were from a New 
Testament, and as he read the words 
on them his heart was strangely warmed, 
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and he set out to look for someone who 
obeyed the book. He found an English- 
man with a black band on his arm, and 
concluding that this was the distinctive 
mark of a Christian, the fakir donned 
one, too. Sometime later he entered 
into a Christian church for the first time 
and listened to his first Christian 
preacher, staying after the service to 
say that he, too, was a follower of this 
way, and pointing to the black band as 
proof. They explained that it was the 
English sign of the death of a loved one. 
He mused for a moment, and then an- 
swered: “But I read in the Book that 
my Loved One has died, so I shall wear 
it in memory of Him.” And so he did, 
until he heard the story of the Resurrec- 
tion, and learned that his Loved One 
was alive forevermore. Then he re- 
moved the black band from his arm, 
and thereafter his shining face was suf- 
ficient advertisement of his new alle- 
giance.—From the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Why Not Believe HIM?—He is not 
here: for he is risen, AS HE SAID (Matt. 
28:6). 

It’s strange we trust each other, 
And only doubt our Lord. 

We take the word of mortals 
And yet distrust His Word. 


But, oh, what bliss and glory 
Would shine o’er all our days 
If we only would remember 
God means just what He says. 
—From Ella J. McCrossan, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


From Despair to Joy.—And go quickly, 
and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead (Matt. 28:7). It is said 
that when Harry Lauder received a tele- 
gram that his son had been killed on 
the battlefield he was hurled into a state 
of despondency that threatened his rea- 
son. He raved against a cruel fate that 
had torn his son from him. Then one 
day he learned that the boy had become 
a Christian and was waiting for him on 
the other side of death. The realization 
that the life in Christ would blossom 
anew in the life beyond, because Christ 
had risen from the dead, lifted him out 
of black despair. He found a new in- 
centive to live. He exclaimed, “I would 
that I could picture to you the joy that 
lies in the assurance of seeing my boy 
again.” 

If Easter be not true, 

Then faith must mount on broken wing: 

Then hope no more immortal spring; 

Then hope must lose her mighty urge; 

Life prove a phantom, death a dirge— 

If Easter be fiot true. 
—From Henry H. Barstow, in Open Win- 
dows. Sent by Mrs, S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn, 


His Last Request.—Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them 
(Matt. 28:19). A minister who had re- 
cently been called to a prosperous church 
was met by a prominent woman of the 
church who said to him, “Doctor, I do 
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not believe in foreign missions.” The 
minister was grieved, but said nothing. 
A few weeks later, when the congrega- 
tion was gathered about the Commun- 
ion table, he took occasion to read the 
Master’s final words to the disciples. 
“The last words of our friends,” 
pastor, “are always precious. It affects 
us to know what chiefly weighs on their 
hearts as they are about to leave us. 
Any message or commission they give us 
then, we would rather do anything than 
to fail to heed or execute. It has always 
impressed me that the thing which 
weighed most on our Saviour’s heart, 
as He was taking His departure, was 
the world of sinners for which He had 
died, and the very last request He made 
of His friends was that they should ‘go 

. into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.’” Shortly after 
the close of the service, the same lady 
approached the pastor, and with tears 
in her eyes she said, “Doctor, I do be- 
lieve in foreign missions."—From the 
Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Da- 
vid City, Nebr. 


“Alone, Yet Not Alone!”—And, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world (Matt, 28:20). “I climbed 
into a tree.” said Dr. John G. Paton of 
the New Hebrides when the howling 
native savages swarmed about him to 
take his life, “and was left there alone 
in the bush. The hours I spent there 
live all before me as if it were but yes- 
terday. I heard the frequent discharging 
of muskets, and the yells of savages. Yet 
I sat there among the branches, safe 
in the arms of Jesus! Never, in all my 
sorrows, did my Lord draw nearer to 
me, and speak more soothingly in my 
soul, than when the moonlight flickered 
among those chestnut leaves, and the 
night air played on my throbbing brow, 
as I told all my heart to Jesus.” Alone, 
yet not alone! If thus thrown back upon 
your own soul, alone, all, all alone, in 
the midnight, in the bush, in the very 
embrace of death itself, have you a 
Friend that will not fail you then?— 
From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Mar- 
tin M, Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 

Into All the World (Matt. 28:5, 6, 8, 
EE all the bright clothes and the 
Easter lilies! Aren’t they beautiful? 
How happy we are at Easter time as we 
remember that the Lord Jesus arose 
from the dead! Even last Friday as we 
thought of the sad sufferings of our Lord, 
we knew He was going to live again. 
But back on the first Good Friday His 
friends did not know that. Even in the 
very early hours of the first Easter 
morning, none of the Lord’s friends had 

joy; all was sadness and gloom. 


Let’s go back and think of that sad 
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Friday again. (To visualize. Matthew 
27 show pictures of the following, omit- 
ting the first if no picture is available: 
Judas throwing down the thirty pieces 


of silver, Christ before Pilate, the Cru- 
cifixion, a rock tomb with a stone at 
the door.) 


While it was still dark on Easter morn- 
ing, long before the time you get up, 
some of the women friends of the Lord 
Jesus were starting out with their last 
offerings for their dear, dead Lord. Mat- 


thew does not tell us what their gifts 
were, but probably you know. Yes, 
spices—instead of the flowers we take 


to a cemetery. Here is the way an artist 
has pictured them when they arrived at 
the grave. (Show picture you will use 
for the book.) You watch the Bible 
while Sally reads aloud Matthew’s story, 
chapter 28:1. Something surprising hap- 


pened before the women got there. 
Larry, read verses 2 to 4. What other 
more wonderful thing had happened that 
Matthew hasn't told us yet? The Lord 
Jesus had come to life, and left the 
grave. Of course, the women didn’t 
know that. When they saw the shining 


angel and the knocked-out soldier guard, 
instead of looking sad, they now looked 
scared. Faye will read what the angel 
said, verses 5 to 7. What wonderful 
news to those loving women! Sad, then 
scared, now—Tommy, read verse 8— 
what word to rhyme with “sad”’—yes, 
“glad.” (Paste the picture in the book 
under chapter 28.) Glad surprises were 
not over for these good women. Clar- 
ence, read verses 9 and 10. What a 
thrilling Easter Day for them! 

But, of course, the wicked men who 
killed the Lord did not believe He was 
alive. They never saw Him. How did 
they explain that Jesus’ body was gone? 
Who will read verses 11 to 15? 

Matthew tells of one other time when 
the friends of the Lord saw Him. (Show 
a picture.) He mentions only the Eleven, 
but probably that was the time when 
more than five hundred saw Him (1 
Cor. 15:6). Some of them could hardly 
believe their eyes—could Jesus really 
be alive again? Carolyn, read verses 
16 and 17. Wonderful promises the Lord 
gave them, important work to do for 
Him! I wish we could memorize all 
His words. Let’s read them al] together 
(vs. 18-20). Now find the promises and 
the work. (Promise No. 1: Power to 
help us. Work. No. 1: Go tell everyone 
about Jesus. Work No. 2: Baptize be- 
lievers. Work No. 3: Teach everything 
the disciples learned. Promise No, 2: 
The Lord always with us.) 

“Jesus came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations” (Matt. 28:18, 19, 
Memory Verse). Through Matthew’s 
ears we have heard the words the Lord 
spoke and the disciples learned: the 
Beatitudes, the Golden Rule, and other 
words (Matt. 20:26; 25:40; 26:41). Can 
you also hear: “Go ye and tell some- 
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Yes, you can have your prayers answered. 
Your home can be wonderfully changed. You 
can find daily joy in winning souls. Your life 
can be deeply blessed — literally transformed! 
These books are based solidly on the Bible; 
they are simple and clear, deeply moving. We 
make no idle promise when we say your life 
can be transformed through the careful read- 
ing of the books listed below. Your complete 
satisfaction is guaranteed, or your money is 
refunded promptly. 





Prayer, Asking and Receiving 


By Dr. John R. Rice. Shows how to get your prayers 
answered, how to remove hindrences to prayer, how to 
pray in the will of God, how to'ask for anything and 
everything you need. The Bible answer to your ques- 
tions about ‘“fasting,”’ “healing,” etc. 428 large pages, 
cloth binding. the remarkable total of 140,000 copies in 
print - $2.50 


The Home: Courtship, 
Marriage, and Children 


By Dr. Rice. A Bible manual on 
every phase of the home; court- 
ship, preparation for marriage, 
responsibilities of husband an 
wife; discipline, family worship, 
divorce and remarriage, how to 
make Christ the head of the home- 
22 chapters, 381 pages, cloth, $2.50 


The Power of Pentecost 


By Dr. Rice. Is your life fruitless? 
This book shows how God wants 
to give you power for winning souls, the conditions of 
power, answers questions about “speaking with 
tongues” and the tuliness of the Spirk. 
15 chapters 





441 pages, 
- $3.00 


A Reward for Jerry, by Grace Rice MacMul- 
len, is the rollicking, fascinating story of “‘Hurry”’ and 
Jerry, who have all sorts of delightful adventures. But 
the happiest happens as they lead a friend to the Lord 
For boys and girls 9 to 14 $1.25 


Jesus. 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER or 


Use this convenient coupon 
| Sword of the Lord Publishers 

; Wheaton, Illinois 

' Please send me the books I have checked above. I 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Like the beckoning o} 


a gentle spirit 


In most neighborhoods there 
are many good people who need 
a special reminding, a friendly 
persuasion that reaches into 
their hearts and brings them to 
church. “‘Carillonic Bells,’ send- 
ing their inspiring message, 
provide exactly that persuasion. 
And the people who respond 
come to the church whose 
“voice” speaks to them. 

Any church can afford 
““Carillonic Bells’’—a tower 
isn’t required. This electronic 
carillon, made only by Schul- 
merich is remarkable for its 
beauty of tone and crystal 
clarity. More than 1,500 tower 
installations attest its su- 

eriority. Write for descriptive 
iterature. 


Carillonic Bells 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
25130-A Carillon Hill 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


“Carillonic Bells” is a trade- 
, mark for products of Schul- 
merich Electronics, Inc. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan ares om 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. Sih Sheet "New York 19, N.Y 














we ieniraneciical, Emective 81-00 Postpaid 


“*] like the book very much; and it is very simple fora 
beginner. Please send me another.’ —Ohio Teacher. 
Bible House Press, 2516 Jay St., Sacramento 16, Calif, 
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body”? (Paste the picture in the book 
to complete it.) If you live near enough 
together, one of you may take our Mat- 
thew picture book to tell about Him. 
especially His crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion, to someone today. Then let an- 
other pupil have the book tomorrow, and 
so on until everyone has had a chance 
to go tell. 

The teacher may give each pupil an 
Easter card with a picture of the risen 
Christ and verses 18 to 20 written on it. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS Easter Sunday morning in 

Alaska. The children were in Sun- 
day school. Row after row after row 
was filled with boys and girls of all 
ages. When the missionary teacher 
started the lesson the children were so 
quiet that the stray pussycat’s purring 
could be heard all over the room, 

“You remember that last week we 
learned that God’s dear Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, died on the cross for the 
sins of the world.” The children loved 
to hear the missionary, Miss Robinson, 
tell the lesson. Even now they could 
remember how sad they had felt last 
Sunday during the story. The Lord 
Jesus had suffered terrible things be- 
cause He loved each child in Alaska— 
all people everywhere. He had died a 
horrible death so that each person who 
ever lived anywhere could have his sins 
forgiven. 

Miss Robinson continued: “But you 
know, because He was God’s Son, the 
Lord Jesus did something that never 
happened before or since. 

“It was the custom of the people in 
those days to take care of the bodies 
of those who had died. So, just as the 
sun was peeking over the hillsides on 
the first day of the week, some women 
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ went 
to His tomb. They were taking spices 
to put on His body. 

“Suddenly the whole earth began to 
tremble and shake, for the angel of the 
Lord—a really true angel—came down 
from Heaven and rolled away the huge 
stone that had covered the tomb of the 
Lord Jesus. The great, strong men who 
had guarded the tomb were so afraid 
that they shook and fell down to the 
ground. They looked as if they were 
dead! Oh, how frightened they were! 

“To the women. the Lord's angel said, 
‘You don’t have to be afraid. You seek 
Jesus which was crucified. He is not 
here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay. And 
go quickly and tell His disciples that 
He is risen from the dead. He has al- 
ready gone to Galilee. You will see 
Him there.’ 

“The angel of the Lord had not rolled 
the stone away to let the Lord Jesus 
out of the tomb. In some wonderfully 
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miraculous way, He had already got out. 
But so that the people could see into 
the empty tomb, the stone had to be 
rolled away. 

“Quite naturally the women had been 
afraid when they saw the ahgel. But 
they were happy, too. Who wouldn't 
be happy? The one who they thought 
was dead was alive! And they were 
going to see Him—see Him with their 
very own eyes. No wonder they were 
happy! 

“While they were on their way to tell 
the thrilling news to the disciples, the 
risen Christ Jesus Himself met them. 
And when they saw Him, they fell at 
His feet and worshiped Him ... the 
living Son of the living God! 

“Later, the Lord Jesus met His dis- 
ciples and they worshiped Him, too. 
Then He gave them a strong command: 
‘Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel [the Good News] to every 
creature’ (Mark 16:15). And His com- 
mand is exactly the same to us as it was 
to His disciples.” 

One of the little Alaskan boys raised 
his hand. His mother and daddy had 
died and his home was in an orphanage 
He had cried when he heard last Sun- 
day’s lesson. This week when he heard 
that God’s Son had not stayed dead. 
he was happy. But now everyone could 
tell something bothered him. “Miss 
Robinson,” he said, “isn't it too bad that 
the Lord Jesus didn't die sooner?” 

“Why, what do you mean?” the teacher 
wanted to know. 

“Well, if He had died sooner, then 
my mother and daddy could have heard 
about Him, too.” 

“Oh. He died long, long ago—long 


before your mother and daddy were even 
born.” 

“Well, why didn’t somebody tell them 
about Him, then? They never once 
heard about Him. Never once!” The 
boy started to cry. 

here is only one reason that your 


parents never heard that God’s Son died 
and rose again. And that is because 
people fave not obeyed the Lord Jesus’ 
command: ‘Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.’ 
But we are going to obey His command, 
aren’t we? We are going to tell others 
about Him. And we're going to start 
this very day!” 

And all the children promised their 
Heavenly Father that they would tell 
others everywhere about Him, 

LASCASTER, Pa, 








On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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Lesson for April 5 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 246) 


1. As the King—in His preparations, 
procedures, and passion, 


2. The principles of the Kingdom 
(chaps. 5:1 to 7:29). 
The promotion of the Kingdom 


(chaps, 9:36 to 11:1). 

The progress of the Kingdom (chap. 
13: 1-53). 

The problems of the Kingdom (chaps. 
18:1 to 19:1). 

The prospects of the Kingdom (chaps. 
24:1 to 26:1). 

3. We have seen the King (1) living 
in His passion, (2) approaching His pas- 
sion, (3) enduring His passion, and (4) 
emerging from His passion. 

4. Eleven. See Topics for Develop- 
ment. 

5. Only two (chaps. 28:9, 10; 28: 16-20). 

6. Because it was the Sabbath Day, 
when they rested “according to the com- 
mandment” (Luke 23:56). 

7. (1) The women’s; (2) the guards’. 

8. As a witness to the resurrection of 
Christ. 

9. They all worshiped (Matt. 28:9. 17). 

10. The “all” of authority, the “all” of 
witness (all nations), and the “all” of 
fellowship (“all the days,” Gr.). 

ELMHurRST, ILL, 

w 


Children at Home 
God's Little Builders 


By Amelia O. Stott 


HE African boys and girls in a mis- 
sion center in Nigeria had no church 
which they could look upon as their own, 


One day they had been looking at a 
picture of a lovely little building in 
North India, which had been built by 
children for their own place of wor- 
ship. 

“Yes,” said their missionary teacher, 
“they did almost all of the work them- 
selves, though many of them were sick 
with the crippling disease of leprosy.” 

Suddenly one of the bigger boys, Pan- 
yam, exclaimed, “Oh, Teacher, couldn't 
we manage to build a little worship 
church just for us young folk?” 

“Do, do let’s try!” cried his chum, 
Asabe. “We are all strong and healthy, 
so we can do really heavy work.” 

“But how can we make bricks?” asked 
Apolo, the practical one of the trio who 
always wanted to know what he was 
undertaking to do before he began. 

“Well, boys,” said their teacher, “just 
let us see. I have so long wished that 
you had your own little church. I am 
sure we could borrow some wooden 
frames from the builder, Matana. He 
is very helpful, and if we filled them 
with mud, and stood them out to dry 
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Write for your free copy of our 1953 
catalog, the finest of Christian books, Bibles, Scripture 
Greeting cards, and Stationery, Super Recordings, 
children’s books, all Dr. John R. Rice’s books. No 
obligation. Post card brings it. 

Sword of the Lord Publishers 


Dept. ST-3 Wheeton, Illinois 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 


FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and Al! Ov« 


Comforting, encouraging messages of ch« 

sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assor 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonal 
Write for Catalog List. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 











264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo &, N.Y. 


Was Christ Crucified 
on Friday .. . Or? 








is a new book of eleven chapters, four charts, and « 
Scriptural calendar of Passion Week. Considered a 
very exhaustive treatise of the subject 

Price $1.25 


Rev. A. G. Kruschwitz, D.C. 


347 N. William Street Marine City, Michigan 





New 2/st 
EdItiOn 






e Here is a Bible-centered 
program for the building 
of Christian character. Ac- 
claimed by parents, teach- 
ers and pastors. Meets the 
urgent present need for 
Bible reading in American 
homes. 

The new 21st Edition of 
THE BOOK OF LIFE in 8 


beautiful volumes, contains 


950 illustrations many in full color, plus Bible maps, helpful 
Notes and a Pronouncing Dictionary of Biblical Proper 
Names—4100 fascinating pages. 


THE BOOK OF LIFE presents the Bible in the matchless KING JAMES VERSION 
with a complete Glossary explaining obsolete words and phrases. Praised by leaders 
of all Denominations because it makes Bible reading enjoyable for all ages from 


“the tiny tot to the old Saint”. 


INCOME OPPORTUNITY 
TO REPRESENTATIVES 
Combine real Christian service with 
excellent income on full or part 
time basis. Preference given those 


Gentlemen: 

I am interested in considering your offer to 
Representatives of THE BOOK OF LIFE. Please 
send free booklet, “Opportunity Plus.” 
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LITTLE BOOK 


which tells how you may obtain 
a guaranteed lifetime income 
through sharing in a great Christian work 


Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan :(operat- 
ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
be a benefactor of mankind, by helping a great Christian 
Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
age. For details, write today for Booklet Ss 101, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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of the Board of Incorporate Members. 


policies of Dr. Chafer. 


For a free catalog and other 
literature concerning Dallas 
Seminary write to... 





°°. - and another buildeth thereupon’ 


DALLAS Seminary announces with thanksgiving the 
John F. Walvoord as President and 


Professor of Systematic Theology by unanimous vote 


EMINENTLY qualified, Dr. Walvoord was intimately 
associated with Dr. Chafer in the teaching and the ad- 
ministration of Dallas Seminary for 16 years. 
words of J. F. Strombeck, Chairman of the Board, ‘‘This 
assures a continuation of the outstanding fundamental 
and dispensational position of the Seminary and the 
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have peace of mind by investing wisely for your lifetime—and eternity. 






“For 
Christ 


You will also find the folder, Peace of Heart, which provides a valuable idl 
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in rows in the hot sun, they would soon 
be quite hard.” 

“How many bricks do we need?” asked 
Panyam 

“About a thousand at least, so all of 
you, even the youngest ones, will have 
to help.” 

“Then there's the cross,” said Apolo. 
“The boys in the Middle School would 
gladly make that in their carpentry 
class. They do all sorts of things there 
very skillfully indeed.” 

“And we must have some flowers 
growing around,” said the teacher, “to 
make it as pretty as possible. The small- 
est children can plant seeds in pots so 
that all will feel they have a share in 
the making of their own little worship 
place.” 

So it was decided to go and tell all 
the others that the work would start 
the next week 

On Monday morning, the eighty pu- 
pils all came trooping back from chapel 
prayers and off they went to the chosen 
site in their big compound 

Two of the senior boys from the Mid- 
dle School acted as overseers and di- 
vided the others into groups. Some went 
off to get small flat stones to pave the 
floor, others set to work to clear the 
space of tall grass and weeds 

The girls went and drew water for 
mixing the mud, having great fun jump- 
ing up and down on it to make it soft. 

Some of the little ones planted seeds 
and others filled molds with mud for 
brick-making. 

Several of the church members helped 
to get the foundations set right, and the 
children brought the small stones for the 
floor 

The three boys, Panyam, Asabe, and 


Apolo, worked hard and were so en- 
thusiastic that it kept all the others 
keenly interested, too, 


Before very long the plastering of the 
bricks had to be done, and an experi- 
enced man came to show the boys how 
to place them straight 

A lovely wood called golden oak was 
used for the cross, into which the big 
boys put all their skill 

Day after day, for over two months, 
the children all worked well. and then 
some bricklayers came and offered to 
plaster the walls and benches with ce- 
ment, so that all was smooth and firm. 

The Saturday before Easter it was 
finished, with the pulpit placed in posi- 
tion, and the mud-baked seats plastered 
white. 

At last the joyful Easter Day dawned, 
when the children’s church was to be 
dedicated with thanksgiving to the 
Heavenly Father. He it was who had 
provided mud and stones, wood, seeds, 
and, above all, will and energy to build 
this place for His worship. 

In the evening when it was getting 
dark the children gathered together, as 
well as many people from the village 
beyond. The three boys, Panyam, Asabe, 
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Lesson for April 5 


and Apolo were choser to go and escort 
the missionary staff and the African pas- 
tor with lighted torches as their light- 
bearers. 

What a service of praise that was, in- 
deed, in which the three outstanding 
boy builders took a special part. Pan- 
yam read the Scripture lesson very 
clearly and Asabe, who was very fond 
of music and had a good voice, sang a 
hymn specially composed for this 
thanksgiving service. Apolo took. up the 
offering with grave earnestness, and pre- 
sented it to the pastor. 

The boys especially never forgot the 
words which ended the short sermon, 
“Carry on, boys and girls, to be co- 
builders with God in His world-wide 
kingdom of love, righteousness, and 
peace.” 

WoRrRTHING, Sussex, ENc. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
Sunday, April 5 
3. A Risen Saviour 
(Matt. 28:1-8, 16-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

IKE last week’s topic, the topic we are 

to think about this week is related 
both to the topic that precedes it and the 
one that follows. Apart from Christ’s suf- 
fering and death there could have been 
no glorious resurrection. The price for 
sin had to be paid and Christ had to be 
lifted up if He was to draw all men 
unto Himself (John 3:14; 12:32, 34). 

Likewise, had Christ not risen from 
the dead, men would have had no con- 
fidence in His promises to return again, 
about which we shall study next week 
Had He failed to rise from the dead, as 
He said, how could we believe today 
that He will return, as He said. 

But the glorious truth that all Chris- 
tendom is acclaiming on this Easter 
Sunday is that Christ did rise from the 
dead and that we worship, not a dead 
martyr or a mistaken leader, but a liv- 
ing, risen Lord who is alive forevermore, 

The simplicity of the four Gospel rec- 
ords concerning the Resurrection is in 
itself one of the proofs of their trust- 
worthiness. Can you imagine any writer 
of today, or of any other day, report- 
ing such a stupendous and unheard-of 
event as this in so few words, if he were 
not telling the truth? The inventor of 
any tale such as this would use every 
argument and device at his disposal to 
support his narrative. But the writers 
of the four Gospels make their simple 
staternents, secure in the knowledge that 
these were the facts and that no one, 
among hundreds who would have gladly 
disproved them if they could, could bring 
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the slightest evidence to the contrary. 
The soldiers who guarded the tomb could 
have and did lie to save their own skins, 
but without convincing anyone. The 
chief priests and the elders had all the 
opportunity in the world to produce the 
dead body of the Lord Jesus, if they 
could have done so; or to bring to trial 
the disciples whom they accused of hav- 
ing spirited His’ body away. Further- 
more, Paul tells us that the risen Lord 
was seen not only by His immediate 
group of disciples but by more than 
“five hundred brethren at once; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this pres- 
ent” or until the time he wrote his first 
Letter to the Corinthian Church, about 
A.D. 59 


bd 
But perhaps the greatest of all the 
many proofs of Christ’s resurrection 


from the dead is the proof given by the 
changed lives of His little group of dis- 
ciples. At the time of the Crucifixion 
they were a fearful and discouraged 
and scattered band. By their very words 
and acts they showed that they did not 
expect to see their Lord and Master 
again after His body was taken down 
from the cross and placed in Joseph of 
Arimathaea’s tomb. In the tragedy of the 
crucifixion of their Lord and Master. 
they seem to have forgotten completely 
that, in every warning He had given 
them of His impending suffering and 
death, He had also told them that He 
would rise again on the third day. Not 
one of them showed anything but sur- 
prised amazement on that first Easter 
day when word came to them that the 
Lord had risen from the dead. Yet 
notice the change in the Book of Acts 
These fearful and timid men stood up 
boldy and accused the scribes and Phari- 
sees Of having slain the Lord of Glory, 
and they proclaimed the resurrection 
of the Lord in such a way that on the 
Day of Pentecost more than 5,000 listen- 
ers were convinced and became follow- 
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ, risking their 
very lives to join the hated and perse- 
cuted group of Christian believers. Then 
they proclaimed the Resurrection every- 
where, not for personal gain or prestige, 
but in the face of threatenings and 
arrests and death. No men would have 
thus dared merely to perpetuate a lie 
gee 

To us today, apart from the inspired 
record in God's Word, the greatest proof 
of the Resurrection lies in the change 
that belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
makes in the hearts and lives of men 
and women. The teachings and example 
of a dead leader of 1900 years ago could 
produce no such results. Each of us 
may see in the transformed lives of 
others, and may experience in our own 
lives, the power of a living, risen Sav- 
iour. It is that same power of God 
whereby Christ was raised from the 
dead that works in us who believe 
(Eph, 1:19, 20), to produce in us, here 
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and now, a “resurrection” life that is free 
from the dominion and power of sin, 
and that will some day deliver us from 
the very presence of sin in the life to 
come. Hence, Paul may well say, as he 
did to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15:14, 17), 
“And if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. ... And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins.” 
pad 

An important lesson each of us should 
learn from the resurrection of our Lord 
and the newness of life it has made pos- 
sible for us in this life is that our affec- 
tion or mind is to be fixed on heavenly 
things. “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, ... 
Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth” (Col. 3:1, 2). 
It is not that we are to be impractical 
or unreal. But, unlike those who care 
nothing for Christ. we are to desire and 
seek and enjoy those things of eternal 
value that please our Lord. There will 
be no striving after things of selfish or 
temporary value. Fame and fortune 
may come to us or they may not. Our 
foremost desire and joy will be to please 
Him, and to seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33). 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Forty Stories for You To Tell. By 
Gladys Mary Talbot. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $2.50.) Since storytelling is again 
coming to the fore as one of the best 
teaching methods, Miss Talbot now 
brings out her second volume of the 
world’s great stories, sacred and secular. 
The first group, for Kindergarten and 
Primary ages, includes eleven different 
tales, best described by their caption, 
“The Bible and Bible Truth Series.” Next 
one finds four of the same type for 
Junior boys and girls. Those which fol- 
low are geared to all ages, the five “Spe- 
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cial Season” narratives being particularly 
good. There are also four under “Mis- 
sionary and Service,” several fine bio- 
graphical sketches and a block of devo- 
tional tales intended to reach the 
conscience by way of the heart. The 
“Might-Be-True” group from Scripture 
is altogether imaginary—but then, they 
might be true! The list closes with two 
“Just-For-Fun” stories, which teach, as 
do all the others, a definitely Christian 
truth. 

In Miss Talbot’s Foreword she quotes 
G. Stanley Hall as saying, “Of all the 
things a teacher should know how to do, 
the most important without exception, is 
to be able to tell stories.” Whereupon 
she encourages the teacher to see, feel, 
shorten, expand, master, and repeat her 
story in practice so that the Master 
Storyteller, Christ, will not be ashamed 
of her public performance, 


Your Questions Answered. By Dorothy 
C. Haskin, (Moody Press, Chicago 10: 
35 cents.) The Bible does have an an- 
swer to all of life’s problems, to ques- 
tions that torture even the most sincere 
and enlightened mind. But the Bible is 
a large book, and unless one is a thor- 
ough student of it, these answers are 
not easily discovered. Hence Miss Has- 
kin’s valuable brochure, which takes up 
thirty-two of such questions, discovering 
and explaining their answers. 

One of the first on the list is, “Can 
I every really know God?” The last one 
is, “Will I ever stop asking questions?” 
Between the two are such old and yet 
ever new problems as, “Do I have to go 
to church?” “How often should I read 
my Bible?” “Why am I lonely in a 
crowd?” “What will happen to good 
people in eternity?” and, “Exactly what 
does it mean to believe on Jesus?” Most 
of the chapters open with a pithy state- 
ment or short story. in fact, the little 
homilies hold a wide range of quotes, all 
the way from Robert Murray McCheyne 
to J. C. Penney and Jim Vaus. All the 
messages are brief, each taking up its 
subject quickly and using only a few of 
the Scriptures that apply. so there is 
no chance for dullness. But the answers 
are adequate since they are God-inspired, 
As a small-purse gift for that unsaved 
friend or troubled believer, nothing 
could be more worth while, 


Children in the Bible School. The 
How of Christian Education, By Lois E, 
LeBar. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $4.50.) With a strong chal- 
lenge, in the form of two sets of seven 
pertinent questions, one for Bible teach- 
ers and one for Christian parents, the 
author opens her introduction to this 
authoritative manual. “What would our 
communities be like?” and “What could 
we expect of our Christian young peo- 
ple?” if teachers and parents realized 
and met their responsibilities? Then 
Miss LeBar, who is assistant professor of 
Christian Education at Wheaton College, 
proceeds, in orderly fashion, to give the 
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information needed to enable those who 
are in earnest to prepare themselves as 
workers who do not need to be ashamed, 
The volume, which has 381 pages, is di- 
vided into four main divisions: (1) The 
Setting for Teaching—Why Bring the 
Gospel to Children, The Teacher for 
Children, Physical Surroundings, and 
The Administration; (2) Aspects of 
Child Development—Individuality, Phys- 
ical and Social Development, Mental 
Development, and Spiritual Develop- 
ment: (3) Teaching Methods—How Chil- 
dren Learn or Grow, Memorization of 
Scripture, Storytelling, Visual Aids; (4) 


Worship Experiences—Worship, Music, 
Prayer, Special Days. Most of the chap- 
ters open avith a number of thought- 


provoking questions, and at the close of 
the chapter there are assignments given 
and questions asked which may be used 
to determine just how much’ was gained 
through the consideration of that par- 
ticular subject. The help that is given 
on child psychology is invaluable, and is 
made possible only by the extensive and 
practical experience of the author. While 
the book is detailed and very thorough, 
every chapter is fascinating to those 
who love children and long for their sal- 
vation and their proper instruction in 
the Werd of God. The Bible school de- 
partments considered are the Nursery, 
Beginners, Primary, and Junior. Even an 
inexperienced person could, with the ex- 
cellent help given here, conduct a very 
worth-while class for children's workers, 
The book deserves a wide distribution. 


Strength of the Hills. By Brenda Can- 
non, (Moody Press, Chicago 10: $2.25.) 
If all history could be presented in this 
form it would become the most popular 
subject in all our educational institu- 
tions. The introductory chapter is a 
modern picture of life in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of North Carolina. Then fol- 
lows a story that pulsates with human 
interest and heartthrob from first to last. 
The Murray family, due to the ill health 
of the father and husband, decide to 
move West from Virginia in the year 
1850. With no certain destination in 
view they settle in the mountains of 
western North Carolina. The hardships 
and blessings that the Christian pioneers 
experienced are vividly depicted. The 
Civil War and its aftermath are woven 
in skillfully so that even the reader with 
little imagination can readily visualize 
what some of our forefathers went 
through in those hectic days, 

There is not a dull page in the book, 
and no padding or extraneous matter. 
This reviewer happens to be familiar 
with the mountain situations described, 
and the author certainly knows her char- 
acters. The practices, the customs, the 
philosophy, the emotions, and the col- 
loquial language are all strictly true to 
life. 

The epilogue fittingly concludes an ex- 
cellent story, which is far more than 
just entertaining fiction. It is difficult 
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to avoid superlatives in commending 
this novel. It is genuinely and realis- 
tically Christian, and one could wish that 
it might be placed in the hands of every 
citizen above sixteen years of age. 


The Book of Numbers. By Charles R. 
Erdman, (Fleming H. Revell Co., 316 
Third Ave., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) The 
pen of this familiar author is a prolific 
one, and his excellent literary style and 
illuminating exposition are well known. 
The Book of Numbers, which Christians 
of pulpit and pew have often found to 
be difficult, is set forth in these pages 
as a great Drama of Divine Discipline, 
revealing a “King who delivers, who 
guides, who protects, and who sustains 
His people. He is a King of righteous- 
ness, of justice, of holiness and grace.” 
The great purpose of God in His dealings 
with His people “is to bring them into 
closer fellowship with Himself and to 
enrich their lives as His own purchased 
possession.” As such the Book of Num- 
bers is a sure guide for the people of God 
today, and the lessons are deftly drawn 
as types and symbols and object lessons. 
Comment on the various characters is 
both concise and apt, for example, that 
on Balaam “who feared God and wor- 
shiped gold.” A brief commentary such 
as this one is often merely suggestive, 
and there are places where much more 
could be said to give a fuller exposition. 
Some Bible students will not agree that 
Canaan, the Land of Promise, is a type 
of Heaven, but will rather hold that it 
pictures the victorious Christian life 
available here and now, 


Laborers Together. By Bertha B. 
Moore. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) The question 
of what follows high school—education, 
vocation, military training, and other 
such problems that modern youth faces, 
is treated interestingly and satisfactorily 
in this story. The decisions which Chris- 
tian’ young people have to make in that 
transition period, in their social and 
civic life, are handled adroitly and with 
real conviction. The matter of setting 
up a beauty shop, taking the Lord into 
partnership, and operating it in a way 
to honor Him, is the avowed purpose 
of Joyce Connely. Though everything 
else more or less centers around this 
project, Joyce and her friend Andy are 
drawn into association with Everette and 
Garnada and others, and all of this pre- 
sents complications and some rea] haz- 
ards. The final outcome is satisfactory 
without being too fanciful. 

One could wish that in everyday life 
there would always be the same respect 
for Christian testimony, and that the re- 
sponse to personal witnessing were al- 
ways as rapid and as favorable as here 
related, but nevertheless the book will 
stimulate the reader to more faithfulness 
in soul-winning. 

Those who have loved ones 
armed forces, particularly in Korea, will 
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“The best one-volume ency- 
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cally arranged; index; 600 illustrations; 753 
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find good counsel and much encourage- 
ment as they enter vicariously into the 
experiences of the young people in this 
book. The Christian emphasis is pre- 
dominant throughout the entire story. 
Those in their upper teens, as well as 
young people and adults will enjoy and 
be refreshed in the reading of this novel. 


Sermons from Job. By John Calvin. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4.50.) From 159 ser- 


mons that Calvin preached on the Book 
of Job, Leroy Nixon has selected twenty 
for translation and incorporation in the 
present volume. The reader perhaps 
misses the staid sentences of the ‘Insti- 
tutes,” but is rewarded by the vivacity 
of Calvin’s vernacular presentation, The 
sermons are, in fact, shorthand notes of 
discourses delivered in G@eneva, and 
evince a warmth and an emphasis on the 
practical that bring Job closer to the 
reader. Calvin's method is more or less 
a word-by-word, verse-by-verse com- 
ment, the purpose of which is to make 


WANTE e Doctor for medical mission and hos- 
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nomination. Apply to Board of Foreign Missions, 
825 North Street, Collingdale, Pa 
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the text clear and meaningful in Chris- 
tian experience, 

For Calvin, the problem of human suf- 
fering, as it is expounded in Job, is met 
by an understanding of the mysterious 
character of God’s will. It is net for Job 
to question, but to humble himself. And, 
indeed, this is the place to which he is 
brought when the Lord speaks out of a 
whirlwind. 

A helpful introductory essay is written 
by Harold Dekker. In it the reader is 


introduced to Calvin the preacher, and 
to the homiletic method he used. The 
volume is a welcome addition to the 


growing literature on Calvin and Calvin- 
ism, 


The Pastoral Epistles in the Greek New 
Testament. By Kenneth S. Wuest. (Wm 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3. 
Mich., $2.50.) Here is an easy-to-read 
and reverent treatment of the Greek text 
of Paul's Letters to Timothy and Titus, 
by an author who always keeps in mind 
the reader who may not have mastered 
the Greek language. Each verse of the 
three Epistles is studied, word by word. 
After each verse, the fruits of this study 
are gathered into an expanded transla- 
the ex- 


tion. At the end of each book, 

panded translation is repeated as a 
whole, so that “the forest is not missed 
because of the trees.” That Wuest, a 


professor at Moody Bible Institute, is 
true to the inerrant Scriptures goes with- 
out saying. Moreover, almost every page 
contains quotations from the best gram- 
marians and commentators of recent 
years, 

Happiness Can Be Yours. By William 
A. Kramer, (Concordia Pub, House, St. 
Louis 18; $1.25.) Most people learn, says 
Author Kramer, that the pursuit of hap- 
piness leads up one blind alley after 
another. They fail to understand that 
neither money, sensual pleasure, nor ab- 
sence of pain brings what they seek, But 
God offers happiness and points the road 
to it. As a beginning, the reader is told 
that happiness is a by-product of the 
man who is right with God and with 
himself. Then breaking down the sub- 
ject, Mr. Kramer proves that happiness 
awaits in the home which lets nothing 
come between husband and wife, which 
plans to have children, and which makes 
God a partner in the concern. In regard 
to work, he declares that happiness 
comes from overcoming friction by right 
mental attitudes, by using prayer and 
the Bible through the day as opportunity 
affords, also by giving honest effort and 
paying a just wage. 

The chapter on “Finding Happiness in 
Trouble and Sorrow” fairly glows with 
testimonies from those who through 
God’s grace havé had this rich experi- 
ence. And that entitled, “How to Find 
Happiness in Social Contacts,” shows 
what makes the other fellow tick and 
how to tick with him. There are twelve 
suggestions for finding happiness in one’s 
church. And the whole subject is finally 
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summed up in the counsel, “Get right 
with God, then purpose staunchly to be- 
lieve, serve, love, and pray through all 
life’s vicissitudes.” 


Hidden Treasures. By F. Alton Everest. 
(Moody Press, Chitago 10; 50 cents.) The 
notable scientific film, “God of Creation,” 
has now been presented in over a dozen 
languages and in more than forty coun- 
tries. Many who have witnessed this 
and other films issued by the Moody In- 
stitute of Science will find here an op- 
portunity to understand more fully some 
of the wonders disclosed. The invention 
of the telescope and the microscope is 
briefly described, and an explanation 
given of what they have added to human 
knowledge and enjoyment. The ex- 
quisite beauty of the snowflake and its 
value to the world remind one of Job’s 
reference to “the treasures of the snow.” 
A trip is taken with explorers into a 
deep cave, and the romance of stalactites 
and stalagmites is recounted. There are 
treasures of the desert, flowers so tiny 
that the scientist, with his powerful 
magnifying glass, lies prone on the 
ground to examine their marvelous 


beauty. The marine biologist searches 
out the hidden wonders of the deep, 
both plant and animal life. But the 


truest treasures of wisdom are found in 

the wonders of God’s Word. The little 

book is illustrated with a number of 
black and white photographs. 
t 

Light Out of Darkness. The Six Days 

of Creation and the problem of Evolu- 


tion. By Philip R. Newell. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $2.) Originally the 
substance of lectures in Moody Bible 


Institute’s Radio School of the Bible, this 
material is a presentation and defense 
of the Scriptures in the field of the 
sciences. The volume is largely in non- 
technical language, and should assist any 
who are troubled by scientific attacks on 
the Bible. The author believes in a pre- 
Adamic race of men (now extinct), and 
a reconstruction of the world beginning 
with Genesis 1:3. As the succeeding days 


pass in review, the author shows that 
the findings of science ,substantiate 
Scriptural statements, and that many 


false charges against the Bible rest on 
a misunderstanding of what the Bible 
really says. The volume appears now 
in response to popular demand aroused 
during the radio lectures. 


Reviews of the 
Revised Standard Version 
Reprinted 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 

will recall the excellent and critical 
reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible (Thomas Nelson & 
Sons, New York 17) that appeared in the 
October 25 and November 1, 1952, issues 
of the Times. The two articles, one on 
the Old Testament portion by G. Douglas 
Young, Ph.D.. and one on the New Tes- 
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tament portion by J. Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., D.D., LL.D., Ph.D., together with re- 
prints of two “Notes on Open Letters” 
on this much-discussed new version that 
were published by THE SuNDAy SCHOOL 
TrmeEs, have now been reprinted as a 
48-page booklet. 

Many will doubtless want to distribute 
widely these authoritative and careful 
appraisals of this new version of the 
Bible among friends and members of 
churches and Sunday schools. They 
may be had at 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six: 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty: 
or $6 a hundred. All prices include 
postage. Just ask for the “Reviews of 
the Revised Standard Version” booklet 
and address your orders to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. 








Advertising brings new things to the 
reader’s attention and teaches him how 
te use them. You will find in the 
weekly advertising columns of The 
Sunday School Times many helpful 


hints that may save you hours ef time 
and trouble. 
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A Collection of Editorial Notes 


ANY readers express appreciation 

of the short editorial notes on the 

first page of THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs. 
A selection of 201 of these by the Editor, 
classified and indexed, has been issued 
in a book entitled “Bible Light on Daily 
Life” (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl.). 
The notes are grouped under such 
headings as “The Christian’s Book,” “The 
Christian’s Home,” “The Christian's 





Guidance,” “The Christian’s Trials,” “The 
Christian’s Walk,” “The Christian’s 
Sword.” There is an index of titles and 


another of Scripture texts especially 
treated in the notes, 

The book may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company, without 
money cost, for five 18-weeks subscrip- 
tions at $1 each, or ordered at $2.25 per 
copy. Please send subscriptions and 
orders to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


bd 


The N.A.E. Statement 


(Continued from page 244) 


ally the true nature of the publication. 

“3. Whereas, we do not conceive it 
our responsibility to authorize any ver- 
sion of the Scriptures for evangelical 
Protestants, we do declare our unwill- 
ingness at this stage to recommend the 
Revised Standard Version until compe- 
tent evangelical scholarship has clarified 
certain dubious points. To this end we 
have requested the Evangelical Theo- 
logical Society, at its approaching con- 
vention [see S. S. Times, Feb, 14 issue] 
to declare its evaluation of the Revised 
Standard Version on the basis of sound 
evangelical scholarship. 

“4. We deplore that, whereas use is 
made of ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ in reference to 
deity, the Revision Committee saw fit to 
use ‘you’ in reference to our God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. This point is not 
one of scholarship but of preference and 
by implication of interpretation, 

“5. We further regret that the Com- 
mittee chose to omit italics from the text 
to designate words not directly trans- 
lated from the original, or some other 
device to indicate words not appearing 
in the original. 

“6. This statement is presented pend- 
ing a later detailed evaluation.” 


% 


What Is Worldliness? 


(Continued from second page) 


6:33). Worldliness puts a low value on 
character and spirituality, and a high 
value on money-making, popularity, and 
the possession of all the latest inven- 
tions that make life comfortable and 
easy—things that may not be wrong in 
themselves, but may easily take too large 
a place in one’s life. The worldly spirit 








(23) 259 


likes to be “in the swim,” going with 
the world instead of against it. 

There is nothing wrong with such ath- 
letic sports as basketball, bowling, 
wrestling, and boxing, which require 
skill and develop muscles. But they be- 
come wrong r Christians when they 
take too mucff time or money, when 
they are associated with gambling, and 
when they lead players and spectators 
to associate with a rough, profane crowd, 
Paul wrote to Timothy, a young man, 
“For bodily exercise profiteth little,” or 
“for a little”: “but godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come” (1 Tim, 4:8). Paul drew many 
illustrations from the stadium. Athletic 
games are good exercise and playing 
on a team teaches co-operation. Most 
Christian workers can do better work 
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if they give a little time to some form 
of moderate exercise which they enjoy. 

Card games with playing cards are 
games of chance, and often lead to gam- 
bling. They are so closely associated 
with worldliness, and have led so many 
into the evils of gambling, that it is 
better to let them alone entirely, Card- 
playing is not only dangerous in itself, 
but it is time-consuming and is likely to 
hurt a Christian’s testimony, 

The believer’s aim should be to please 
God and maintain a good testimony be- 
fore men, and each one must try to find 
out what is best for him in the light of 
which 


these aims. Two key passages, 
will help to decide many questions of 
practice are these: “I beseech you 


nercies of 


bodies a liv- 


therefore, brethren, by the 
God, that ye present your 
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable And 
be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your 


service 


mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God” (Rom. 12:1, 2); “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31). 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
March 30 to April 5 


Mon.—John 6:60-71. 
A Pledge of Loyalty. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Then said Jesus 
unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, 


to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life.” Spurgeon liked 
to quote: “Witness ye men and angels 
now if I forsake.my Lord.” It is well 
when we avouch the Lord to be our 
God, as He has avouched us to be His 
people (Deut. 26:17, 18) Have you 
made your good confession before many 
witnesses? Pray for the judiciary of our 
nation. 


Tues.—1 John 1:1-7. Walking in the Light. 


PRAYER SucGcesTIons: “If we walk in 
the light.” Many Scriptural blessings 


have a proviso attached to them. And 
this “if” has the force of “In case of.” 
Which means simply this: if we live a 
life of implicit obedience to what God 
asks of us, the benefits attached to that 
obedience will be ours. Fellowship with 
the Father and the Son depends upon 
obedience to the light He gives us from 
His Word. Are you walking in the light 
of God’s Word? Pray for the executive 
branch of our Government. 


Wed.—Colossians 3:1-10. The Risen Life. 


Prayer SucacestTions: “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 


1953 


which are above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God.” Our Lord came 
to redeem us, live for us, die for us, 
to be buried, raised, ascended, and seated 
for us. When He died, we died with 
Him: when He arose, we arose also in 
Him; and when He ascended and was 
(for us) seated on the right hand of God, 
He: did all this that our faith might be 
in God and so we would seek the things 
where He now reigns. Do 
you seek the things Pray for all 
governors, 
Thurs.—1 John 3:1-10. 

The Hope of the Sons of God. 
shall be like 


lives and 
above? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We 


him: for we shall see him as he is. 
God’s original plan for our being was 
that we should be conformed to the 


T 


image of God's Son. It is still in force 


and will be consummated when Jesus 
comes in His glory. Our deepest inward 
shame here is that we are so little like 
Christ. But when He returns, our hope 
of likeness to our Lord will be fully 
realized. Do you not groan for this at 


times? Pray for the mayors of our cities. 


Fri—1 John 5:7-13. 

The Certainty of Eternal Life. 
SuccesTions: “He that hath the 
God] hath life.” Salvation is 
in a person: and only that person, Christ, 
gives the salvation, sealed with the blood. 
We receive His life- ernal life-—when 
we receive the Son of God and trust only 
in His merit. promise of eternal 
life is sure to all who receive Him as 
Saviour and surrender to Him as Lord 
(John 1:12). Pray for the heads of all 
missionary agencies. 

Sat.—Revelation 7:9-17. 
“Lo, a Great Multitude!” 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A great multi- 
tude, which no man could number.” The 
angels are innumerable. But ‘the mul- 
titude redeemed from earth and admit- 
ted to Heaven will exceed the mathe- 
matical powers of the human mind. As 
the Word declares. things in the coming 
Kingdom of Christ will surpass our fond- 
est expectations. Heaven will be full 
of glorious surprises. The joys are all 
beyond compare. Pray for the presidents 
of theological institutions 


PRAYER 
Son [of 


rm, 
ine 


Sun.—John 11:17-27. 

The Resurrection and the Life. 
SuacestTions: “Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection, and 
the life.” Our Lord who was dead 
(and in death tasted death for every 
man) dieth no more; death hath no 
dominion over Him. He is “the res- 
urrection.” We see what resurrec- 
tion is in His resurrection. And we 
also see what is “the life,” in His eter- 
nal life manifested to us. “Christ to 
Heaven has gone on before, in the 
body which here He wore. He who as 
our Saviour died is our Saviour glori- 
fied.” Pray for the editors of all 


PRAYER 


Christian publications, 











